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mong Tom Osborne’s many 
Ak as a football coach is the 

ability to surround himself 
with, and retain, quality assistants. 
Staff stability has been a significant 
factor in the success of Osborne's 
program. 

Five of his nine full-time assistant 
coaches have been with him for 12 
years or more. George Darlington 
has been an Osborne assistant from 
the beginning. Milt Tenopir arrived 
a year later. Charlie McBride and 
Frank Solich have been on staff for 
18 years and 16 years, respectively. 

Nebraska assistants enjoy job 
security and celebrity status uncom- 
mon in other programs. That's a trib- 
ute to Osborne, McBride said follow- 
ing a news conference during the 
week of the Orange Bowl game. 
Osborne takes the pressure off 
everyone else. 

McBride said he has had opportu- 
nities to leave Nebraska to become a 
head coach. But he has stayed 
because his interest is in coaching 
rather than problem-solving. His 
attitude is representative. 

Even so, some opportunities can’t 
be ignored. Kevin Steele, for exam- 
ple, will be going home, having 
accepted an assistant’s job with the 
National Football League’s expan- 
sion Carolina Panthers in late 
January. 

The Cougars hired Pittsburgh 
Steelers defensive coordinator Dom 
Capers as their head coach. Capers 
and Steele are friends and former 
coaching associates at Tennessee. 


Dodging Bullets 


Top-notch assistant coaches are among the strengths of the Nebraska 
program. As a result, keeping them is becoming more difficult. 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


Steele, who is from South 
Carolina, played at Tennessee and 
coached there on two occasions. He 
also was an assistant coach at New 
Mexico State and Oklahoma State. 

Steele, who is 36 years old, 
couldn’t pass up the NFL opportuni- 
ty. It was a career move he couldn't 
ignore, he said, in expressing his 
regrets about leaving Nebraska. 

Steele came to Nebraska from 
Tennessee in 1989, replacing John 


Melton as inside linebackers coach, 
after Melton resigned for health rea- 
sons. Melton had been a Cornhusker 
assistant for nearly 30 years, coming 
with Bob Devaney from Wyoming. 


SUASILINY U. 


Nebraska’s staff is one of the most stable in the country, with five of 
the assistant coaches calling Lincoln home for more than 10 years. 


COACH 


George Darlington 
Offensive Line 


Milt Tenopir 
Charlie McBride 
Frank Solich 
Tony Samuel 
Dan Young 

Ron Brown 
Turner Gill 


Receivers 
Quarterbacks 


RESPONSIBILITIES 


Defensive Backs 


Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Line 
Assistant Head Coach/Running Backs 
Outside Linebackers 

Offensive Line/Kickers 


YEAR HIRED 


1973 
1974 
1977 
1983 
1986 
1986 
1987 
1990 


He was intensely loyal to the pro- 
gram. 

The Steele fit at Nebraska was 
perfect. His personal values were 
similar to Osborne’s. He was a 
knowledgeable coach and an enthu- 


After turning down various 
offers over the last few years, 
Kevin Steele finally accepted a 
job as an assistant with the NFL 
expansion Carolina Panthers. 


siastic recruiter. Still is, of course. 

Steele played an important role in 
the Cornhuskers’ switch to a 4-3 
base defensive alignment, and his 
recruiting assignment was in the tal- 
ent-rich southeastern United States. 

Among those he helped recruit 
was quarterback Tommie Frazier. 
He also was instrumental in getting 
Dwayne Harris out of Alabama. The 
players he coached have included 
All-American and Butkus Award 
finalist Ed Stewart and Academic 
All-American Pat Tyrance, a two- 
time All-Big Eight pick. 

Before accepting the position with 
the Panthers, Steele, whose name 
had come up several times in reports 
of coaching vacancies, was a finalist 
for the head coaching job at 
Memphis University. When that 
didn’t work out for Steele, it 


Bob Berry 


appeared Nebraska had dodged the 
bullet once again. 

Not long before the Cornhuskers 
left for Miami to begin preparing for 
the Orange Bowl game, Solich, the 
assistant head coach and running 
backs coach, was contacted by 
Oklahoma State about the head 
coaching vacancy left by the resigna- 
tion of Pat Jones. Cowboy officials 
reportedly visited Lincoln to discuss 
the opening with Solich, whose 
name has been mentioned for other 
vacancies in recent seasons. 

When former Cornhusker Barry 
Alvarez became the head coach at 
Wisconsin, Solich had an opportuni- 
ty to become the Badgers’ defensive 
coordinator. After he turned down 
the job, Solich became Nebraska's 
first assistant head coach since 
Devaney gave that title to Osborne 
in 1972. 

A year ago, receivers coach Ron 
Brown was courted by Florida State, 
but after considerable soul-search- 
ing, Brown announced he was stay- 
ing. 

The Cornhuskers eventually did 
lose recruiting coordinator Dave 
Gillespie to Kansas, where he 
became an on-the-field assistant 
coach. 

Such losses, however, have been 
rare. The last Osborne assistant to 
accept another assistant’s job before 
that was Gene Huey in 1986. Brown 
replaced Huey as receivers coach. 

Jack Pierce, a recruiter and defen- 
sive coach, became a fund-raiser 
before Gill came on as quarterbacks 
coach in 1992. After Gill, Steele had 
the least seniority among Osborne's 
assistants: six years. 

“Kevin Steele has made great con- 
tributions to our program,” Osborne 
said. “He is a very solid person, and 
we will miss him and his family.” 

That’s an unusual thing for 
Osborne to have to say. 

Some have suggested that the sta- 
bility of Nebraska’s coaching staff 
reflects poorly on the ability of 
Osborne's assistants. Such sugges- 
tions are based not on fact, but igno- 
rance. 

Top-notch assistant coaches are 
among the strengths of the program. 
Steele emphasized that in downplay- 
ing the significance of his departure. 

“It is thousands of people over 
30-plus years that make this pro- 
gram what it is,” he said. 

Following signing day (Feb. 1), 
Osborne announced the hiring of 
former Nebraska graduate assistant, 
Craig Bohl. Last year, Bohl served as 
defensive coordinator at Duke. @ 
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Youthful Message 

Most everything the Nebraska football team did dur- 
ing its stay in Miami while preparing for the national 
championship game was captured by someone’s cam- 
corder or camera and stored away for news reports or 
reminiscing. 

However, there was one important event that seemed 
to almost go unnoticed. 

In a day and age when athletes are scrutinized for 
their off-the-field behavior, several Nebraska players 
took time out of their busy schedules to give back to the 
community. 

On Christmas Eve, 12 players including eight starters 
went to Miami’s Scott Carver Housing Projects and 
spoke to a group of 
approximately 150 
youths who were part \¢ 


Champion” youth 
program. The pro- 
gram was established 
to provide support to 
children in the pro- 
jects who are in the 
fourth grade or under 
and do not live with 
their fathers. 

Each player took his turn 
warning the children of the 
negative influences they face 
each and every day in their 
community and giving 
advice on how to overcome 
the problems. 

“T really appreciated the 
Nebraska players coming 
down and speaking to the 
kids,” said Charles Jackson, 
executive director and 
founder of the program. “I 
think it’s a great experience 
for the kids and the play- 


” 


ers. 


GOOD DEED HUSKERS: 
(Clockwise from above) Ed 


“Making of a Champion” 
program before signing 
autographs. 


highest juvenile delinquen- fy ee 
cy rate in Dade County and 


Morrow, Tyrone Williams and 
Luther Hardin address children 
during a presentation of the 


a 90-percent school dropout rate among males. 

“T want to give back to the community in which I was 
raised and help these kids become better people and pre- 
pare them for the future,” he said. “I hope to watch these 
kids progress through junior high school, high school and 
into college.” 

The players who participated in the program were 
Donta Jones, Troy Dumas, Dwayne Harris, Mike Minter, 
Ed Morrow, Christian 
Peter, Terry Connealy, 
Luther Hardin, Kareem 
Moss, Brian Nunns, 
Tyrone Williams and 
Leonard Alexander. 

Morrow, a two-year 
‘| veteran of the Carver 
speaking engagement, 
provided the introduc- 
tion and spoke about 
installing education as a 
foundation for life. 

The only 
Floridian of the 
entourage, 
Williams seemed 
to capture the 
most attention 
from the children. 

“When they 
announced me as 
being from 
Florida, the kids 
really began to 
pay attention,” 
Williams said. “I 
told them they 
needed a good 
education to play 
sports and I let 
them know that I 
grew up in a neighborhood like theirs. I knew what 
kind of pressure they faced every day.” 


Bohl Named Linebackers Coach 


Craig Bohl has been hired to replace former line- 
backers coach Kevin Steele, who resigned in late 
January. 

Bohl comes to Lincoln from Duke University, where 


In the Orange Bow] pictorial (February 1995) on page 34, 
Huskers Illustrated incorrectly identified Matt Aden (cen- 


ter) as Marvin Sims. We apologize for the error. 


Editor 


he was the defensive coordinator and inside lineback- 
ers coach in 1994. Prior to the job with the Blue Devils, 
Bohl served as defensive coordinator at Rice (1989-93); 
linebackers coach at Wisconsin (1987-88) and at Tulsa 
(1985-86); secondary coach at North Dakota State 
(1984); and a graduate assistant at Nebraska (1981-83). 

“Craig was a player and graduate assistant here, 
and his primary coaching duties for the past 10 years 
| have been with linebackers,“ Coach Tom Osborne 
|said. “He has recruited Texas, the Carolinas, Florida 
and Georgia, which is what we were looking for. We 
know Craig well. He’s a hard worker of sound charac- 
ter, with a great deal of experience. 

“We are delighted to have him join our staff.” Ml 
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Mikki Moore may not 
resemble the traditional 
Big Eight center, but the 

skinny sophomore is 
covering a lot of ground 
while becoming a force 

in the middle 


linton “Mikki” Moore was fat as a youngster. “Real, real 
fat,” he said, elaborating on a fact about which Nebraska 
basketball fans might wonder. 

“1 had big cheeks, like Alvin and the Chipmunks,” Moore said. 

It is difficult to imagine the Cornhusker sophomore being port- 
ly. Yet, the nickname “Mikki” (pronounced MY-key) is further evi- 
dence of his past partiality to eating. It came from the television 
commercial: “Let's get Mikey. He'll eat anything.” 

There was a time, Moore said, when he would eat just about 
anything. And regularly did. Hence the nickname, which has all 
but replaced his given name. Now “only my grandmother calls me 
‘Clinton.’ And my teachers,” 

Given a choice, Nebraska Coach Danny Nee would prefer that 
Moore still possess at least some of the passion for food of his 
advertising namesake. But “I’m not going to try to make him what 
he isn’t,” Nee said. 

What the 6-11 Moore isn’t is bulky, though he’s not quite the 
skinny kid who arrived at Nebraska from Gaffney, S.C., a year and 
a half ago, either. Moore weighed less than 190 pounds then, even 
though the Cornhusker media guide generously listed him at a 
gangling 195 pounds. 

Now, with the help of Boyd Epley’s state-of-the-art strength 
and conditioning program and through the efforts of Dave Ellis, 
the Nebraska athletic department's coordinator of performance 
nutrition, Moore weighs 210 pounds, give or take a few. 

“He's not a prototype of a traditional Big Eight center — 7 feet, 
280 pounds,” said Nee. 

Moore is not a Bryant “Big Country” Reeves or a Greg Ostertag, 
in other words. What he has been, however, is a pleasant surprise 
this season, becoming a starter and demonstrating a knack for 
shot-blocking comparable to that of the best in Cornhusker histo- 
ry: Rich King, who blocked a school career record of 183, and 
Derrick Chandler, whose 91 blocks in 1991-92 is a Nebraska single- 
season best. 

Moore might be skinny but he’s certainly not awkward. “He's 
so athletic,” Nee said, “He's like a rubber band. I don’t know what 
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his wingspan is, but when he jumps, 
he covers a lot of ground.” 

As a result, Moore has become a 
force in the middle of Nebraska’s 
defense, as his performance in the 
Cornhuskers’ first two conference 
games illustrates. He had six blocked 
shots in each, prompting Nee to say: 
“It's unbelievable. He's playing real- 
ly well. And I think he can play bet- 
ter, 

“We have to get him more 
involved in the offense and get him 
some more shots. But he’s really a 
factor with his defense and shot- 
blocking. I’m really pleased.” 

And, perhaps, a little surprised, 
though Nee maintained from the 
beginning that Moore would devel- 
op into a Division I-A player. The 
question wasn’t whether, but when. 

One observer even described 
Moore as an Acie Earl in the making. 
Earl was a first-round draft pick of 
the Boston Celtics a year ago, after a 
successful career at lowa. 

Moore's maturity, both physical 
and emotional, were Nee’s biggest 
concerns, which is why he would 
have preferred that Moore, who cel- 
ebrated his 19th birthday in 
November, redshirt as a freshman. 
He obviously would have benefitted 


Regarded as a project player out 
of high school, Moore turned 
down a redshirt this year. 


from such an experience, given his 
youth, but decided not to after much 
deliberation. 

The decision was made the night 
of Nebraska's first exhibition game a 


year ago, according to Moore. When 
Moore arrived at the Devaney Sports 
Center, Nee asked if he wanted to 
redshirt. 

“He told me if it was up to him, | 
wouldn't (redshirt),” Moore said at 
the time. 

“It’s strictly a numbers game,” 
said Nee. Nebraska needed as many 


BY SUN TIME? 


FEATURES "MAGICALLY” 
FLOATING CORNHUSKER 
SECOND HAND 


COLOR COORDINATED 
GENUINE LEATHER STRAP 


MAL CEOK O8 MONEY OFDER TO 
CSC DIRECT ORDER SERVICES 


4099 McEWEN ROAD, STE. 350, DALLAS, TX 75244 


100% MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 
QUARTZ MOVEMENT 
) UNISEX STYLE 
WATCH QUANTITY ORDERED COST = inpr‘warcn” | SUBTOTAL TOTAL 
CORNHUSKER WATCH S44Q® 


12 MARCH 1995 


PHONE ORDER: 1-800-341-1522 
SERVICE: 1-214-851-1770 

a | 

oe 


able bodies as it could muster. 

Moore again was asked if he 
wanted to redshirt. “No, sir,” he 
said, with characteristic politeness. 

Moore’s attitude toward redshirt- 
ing changed after he got to 
Nebraska. When he committed oral- 
ly to the Cornhuskers in the spring 
of 1993, even he thought there was a 
good chance he would sit out a red- 
shirt season. 

He was regarded as a project 
player, after having led Blacksburg 
High School to the semifinals of the 
South Carolina Class 1A (small 
schools) state tournament his senior 
year. He averaged 13 points, 14 
rebounds and five blocked shots per 
game, numbers that attracted 
recruiters representing some of the 
nation’s top programs, including 
North Carolina State, Virginia Tech 
and North Carolina-Charlotte. 

Nee again considered redshirting 
Moore this season. But the 
Cornhuskers’ numbers were such, 
and their need for height so great, 
Moore was given the opportunity on 
which he has capitalized. The start- 
ing job was his to take. “If Mikki 
screws up, it’s his responsibility,” 
Nee said. “We're giving him a shot.” 

But, Nee was quick to add, “He’s 


earned it.” 

His year’s worth of experience, 
though limited — he played in only 
14 games as a freshman — put him 
far ahead of the Cornhuskers’ 
incoming scholarship freshmen, a 
group that includes 6-11, 270-pound 
Leif Nelson, a sizable hope for the 
future. 

Nelson is sitting out this season as 
a redshirt. 

Moore made significant strides 
during the off-season, with the help 
of Epley’s staff. He increased his 
strength and gained an inch in his 
vertical jump, to 30, 

The Cornhusker football program 
has established a well-deserved rep- 
utation for developing players who 
are recruited on the basis of their 
raw physical skills. Neil Smith, a 
designated franchise player for the 
NFL’s Kansas City Chiefs, is among 
the most dramatic and successful 
examples in recent seasons. 

Moore fits into Nebraska’s sys- 
tem, according to Nee. “I prefer a 
quicker, leaner, thinner, fast athlete,” 
he said. “Mikki has all of those 
attributes.” Plus, “he has a real 
knack of catching on quickly.” 

Moore had good hands and could 
run the floor from the start. His skills 


just needed refining. 

Junior Tom Wald’s addition to 
the starting lineup at mid-season 
gave Nebraska one of its most athlet- 
ic fives in school history, with Wald 
joining Moore, Jaron Boone, Erick 
Strickland and Terrance Badgett. 

Moore has become a fan favorite 
because of his unrestrained enthusi- 
asm. He’s also popular among his 
teammates. “The kid’s so likeable,” 
Wald said, expressing the consensus 
of opinion. 

Moore’s exuberance has had its 
drawbacks, of course. He can’t con- 
centrate all his efforts on shot block- 
ing, said Nee, because “if he doesn’t 
block it and the ball goes to the other 
side, his man will get a layup or a 
dunk. So we are talking to him about 
not flying at everything. 

“He’s going for so many (blocks) 
that when he doesn’t get them, he’s 
out of rebounding position.” 

Moore must develop as a 
rebounder — and he is — and he 
needs to become more of an offen- 
sive threat in order to take some 
pressure off the guards. What he 
isn’t becoming, however, is heavier. 

After a recent practice, the team 
had lunch at the Sports Center. “He 
ate half a sandwich,” Nee said. @ 
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Forget freshman 
fears, Chester Surles 
and Chris Sallee are 
making impacts on a 
Husker team vying for 
a postseason position 


reshmen Leif Nelson, Andy 
Pieroni and Chad Ideus 

definitely are benefitting from 
redshirting, according to Coach 
Danny Nee. 

“I can see a personality change, 
especially in the two Nebraska 
kids,” Nee said recently. 

Markowski is from Ord, Neb., 
and Ideus is from Adams, Neb. 
Nelson is from Riverside, Calif. 

“There’s a confidence level; they 
know they can play here,” Nee said. 
“Each of them has got something he 
has to work on. But a lot of it is self- 
confidence.” 

The second semester is the most 
difficult for redshirted players, 
according to Nee. Participating on 
the scout team, they must simulate 
opponents, an anonymous, thankless 
job. 

There’s also a brief period of re- 
adjustment following the holidays. 
“It’s hard to run the other team’s 


offense (every day). So we've started 
a self-improvement part at the end 
of practice,” said Nee. 

During that portion of practice, 
the redshirts, as well as the non-red- 
shirts, can spend time working on 
individual skills. 

To expose the redshirts to Big 
Eight competition, Nee 
includes them on the 
travel roster whenever 
possible. Most of the 
time, that means they 
make the weekend 
trips. To avoid missing 
class, however, the red- 
shirts are less likely to 
make road trips for 
mid-week games. 

Chester Surles, 
Nebraska’s only other freshman, 
elected not to redshirt and began 
seeing more action as conference 
play began. In 19 minutes of action 
during the Cornhuskers’ 78-56 victo- 
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ry against Kansas State at the 
Devaney Sports Center, for example, 
Surles grabbed seven rebounds. 

Chris Sallee, the 6-foot-10 junior 
college transfer, was struggling at 
mid-season. 

“Chris is thinking too much,” Nee 
said two games into the Big Eight 
schedule. “We've tried to cram four, 
five or six years of basketball into 
three or four months. 

“You can’t do it, so we've really 
backed off and tried to simplify 
Chris’ role and let him play on feel. 
He’s so conscientious in doing his 
assignment he’s lost all athleticism 
and his natural sense of going to the 
ball. He’s almost too conscientious.” 

Much of the pressure Sallee was 
feeling was self-inflicted, according 
to Nee. “He has much higher stan- 
dards.” 

A year ago, senior Tom Best 
slumped at mid-season but battled 
through to make a significant contri- 
bution at the end. 

Best, however, had the maturity 
and experience Sallee lacks. He did 
not play basketball in high school in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., after his freshman 
year, and he played only one season 
at South Mountain Community 
College. 

“When you hit the wall, simplici- 
ty is the way to go,” said Nee. 


Points 
(20) Jaron Boone, NU 


Rebounds 
(10) Greg Ostertag, KU 


The Cornhuskers moved into the 
Associated Press rankings, at No. 19, 
before suffering back-to-back losses 
against Texas and Missouri. They 
were No, 18 in the USA Today/CNN 
poll. 

The 102-74 loss against the 
Longhorns in Austin, Texas, was 
eye-opening, according to junior 


A win over Oklahoma helped 
keep Nebraska’s hopes alive, 
but will there be an NCAA berth 
at the end? 
guard Tom Wald. Nebraska was 
outscored in the second half, 53-34. 
“T was not ready for that,” he 
said. 
Even so, “we've been very good 


Kansas 91, Nebraska 68 
February 14, 1995 « Lincoln, Neb. 
Assists 


(9) Jacque Vaughn, KU 


Steals 
(3) Erick Strickland, NU 


Kansas snapped a four-game losing streak at the Bob Devaney Sports Center and showed why it was ranked 
No. 3 by the Associated Press in the process, outscoring Nebraska, 44-21, in the second half to win, 91-68. 

“The reason Nebraska beat us here in the past was that they played better,” said Kansas Coach Roy 
Williams, whose team’s record in Lincoln improved to 2-5. 

That wasn’t the case this time around as the Jayhawks dismantled their host, holding Nebraska scoreless for 
four and a half minutes, beginning with 6:22 remaining in the game. 

“I thought we played about 32 or 33 minutes of decent basketball against a great team,” Cornhusker Coach 


Danny Nee said. 


At the end, however, Nebraska simply was overwhelmed. 
The loss was its worst at the Sports Center in the building’s 19- 


year history. 


“I don’t know if we were just worn out or what,” Nee said. 
“Maybe, they were just toying with us. But then they lowered 


the boom and it was over.” 


Nebraska didn’t lose for lack of effort. During a stretch late 
in the first half, the Cornhuskers rallied from an 11-point 
deficit to take a lead of as many as four points. But Kansas was 
relentless and had regained the advantage by intermission. 

The loss dropped Nebraska to 3-6 in the Big Eight and seri- 
ously dimmed the Cornhuskers of making a fifth consecutive 


Name 
Badgett, T. 
Brooks, M. 
Moore, M. 
Strickland, E. 


NEBRASKA vs Kansas 


0-2 
0-0 
0-1 
4-10 
3-8 


0-1 
0-2 
0-0 
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NCAA Tournament appearance, barring a repeat championship in the Big Eight Tournament. 
“It’s going to be difficult. It’s been difficult since Christmas,” said Nee. “We were winning bad. Now playing 
four teams in the Top 20 in a row is very difficult.” 
The Cornhuskers faced the prospect of playing road games against Missouri and Kansas State to complete 


the four-game stretch. 


BNESRNGKANS MID NNSTANE 
lowa State 72, Nebraska 69 
February 11, 1995 * Ames, lowa 


Points Rebounds Assists Steals 
(21) Jaron Boone, NU (12) Loren Meyer, ISU (4) Fred Hoiberg, ISU (5) Erick Strickland, NU 


Nebraska did everything but win against Iowa State at the James H. Hilton Coliseum in Ames, lowa, forcing 
the 19th-ranked Cyclones into overtime before losing. 

Jaron Boone, who scored a game-high 21 points, managed to get off a three-point shot from the top of the 
key in the closing seconds of the overtime, almost forcing a second extra period. 

“We did everything we could, but lowa State has one of the best players in the Big Eight in (Fred) Hoiberg, 
and he stepped up and made some great plays,” Nebraska coach Danny Nee said. 

Hoiberg, the grandson of former Cornhusker coach Jerry Bush, scored seven points in the overtime, includ- 
ing a three-pointer that tied the score at 67 with 1:12 remaining. 
Then he helped put Iowa State ahead with an assist on a layup 
by Julius Michalik with 31 seconds left. NEBRASKA vs lowa State 

P ‘ Nome Min, Fg.-Att, 3ptcAn Pt-Att, Rb, B 

Nebraska took a seven-point halftime lead and was able to] gaggon,t, 385-8 ; oo. «OB 
hold it through much of the second half. However, the | Stickand€. 35 59 02 67 
Cyclones, who were reeling from four consecutive conference | fo": war ae = 
losses, “played very determined,” Nee said. “And when things } prooks, m age My , 13 
weren't going well, they stayed with it.” Surtes, C 

The Cornhuskers stayed with it, too, despite being charged | ".". 
with 12 personal fouls to lowa State’s four during the first half. | aiock, 5. 
Iowa State shot eight more free throws than Nebraska. The free | Team Totals 
throw disparity proved to be the difference in the game. renee 

Nebraska also had to play all but the first few seconds of the 
overtime without starting guard Erick Strickland, who was called for an offensive foul — his fifth personal — 
soon after the period began. After a slow start, Strickland had come on to score 16 points, grab five rebounds 
and make three assists and five steals. 

Terrance Badgett contributed 12 points and eight rebounds. 
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* The Collegiate Chair features precision 
stitched Nebraska Huskers Logo on top grain Call now to reserve your seat 


cowhide leather. | (800) TO-KIIRA 
* Metal Frame Swivel and Reclining | (800) 865-4472 


Chair /Ottoman Set. 
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Nebraska 71, Oklahoma 59 
February 5, 1995 © Lincoln, Neb. 
Points Rebounds Assists Steals 
(20) Ryan Minor, OU (10) Ernie Abercrombie, OU (8) Erick Strickland, NU (7) Erick Strickland, NU 


Turnabout is fair play, so the Cornhuskers turned a 10-point loss at Norman, Okla., into a 12-point victory a 
week later before 14,340 at the Devaney Sports Center and an ABC regional television audience. 

The 71-59 victory snapped a three-game losing streak by Nebraska and was the Cornhuskers’ fourth in a 
row at home against a Top 25-ranked opponent over two seasons. Oklahoma came to Lincoln ranked No. 24 by 
the Associated Press. 

“We had a real good feeling going into this game,” said junior Chris Sallee, one of four Cornhuskers to score 
in double figures. The junior college transfer also grabbed five rebounds in his 15 minutes of action. 

“Thaven’t felt this good since Michigan State,” Sallee said. 

Nebraska’s defense held Oklahoma to.a season-low 36.2 per- 
cent field goal accuracy. Ryan Minor, the Big Eight scoring | NEBRASKA vs Oklahoma 
leader, finished with 20 points, nine of them coming after the | Neme 
game’s outcome appeared to be settled. Minor was only 4 of 11 | Basset |. 
from the field. He came into the game averaging 23 points. Meares May 

Minor scored 30 points against the Cornhuskers in Norman. _| Strickland, . 

Oklahoma’s point total was its lowest in 52 games and the | 5°" 
lowest against Nebraska since the 1982-83 season. “We were 16- } waia, iT 
4 coming into today and hadn’t really been beat,” said Kelvin | Sallee, c. 

Sampson, Oklahoma’s first-year head coach. eae 

“A few games ended and we were behind. But this is the | nebraska 200 31-62 
first time in 21 games we've had our butts beat. We lost by 12 | Skehema 200° 17-47 
and it wasn’t that close. Give Nebraska credit for being oppor- 
tunistic and taking advantage of our mistakes.” 

The Cornhuskers forced Oklahoma into committing 25 turnovers. 

Minor started strong, scoring seven points early as the Sooners took a 17-9 lead. Nebraska responded by 
outscoring Oklahoma, 10-2, to tie the score at 19 with 8:12 remaining in the first half. The Cornhuskers took the 
lead for good, at 25-23, on a basket by Jaron Boone. 


NEBRASKAMISMCOLORADD) 


Nebraska 100, Colorado 86 
February 8, 1995 © Boulder, Colo. 
Points Rebounds Assists Steals 
(31) Jaron Boone, NU (9) Mikki Moore, NU (7) Donnie Boyce, CU (4) Keith Higgins, CU 
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Junior Jaron Boone scored a career-high 31 points to fuel the Cornhuskers’ victory against Colorado, last in 
the Big Eight going into the game at the Coors Events Center in Boulder, Colo. The victory was Nebraska's 16th 
in the last 19 games against the Buffaloes. 

The Cornhuskers shot 62.9 percent from the field, their best effort on the road since 1990. Even so, they 
struggled during the first half, squandering a 34-18 lead with 6:57 remaining. A three-point shot by Keith 
Higgins at the halftime buzzer gave Colorado a 51-50 lead at intermission. 

“Twas kind of happy to lose the game,” Nee said, quickly adding, “In the first half.” 

At halftime, “I said: ‘I’m glad they caught up. Now you've 
got to understand you've got to play.’” NEBRASKA vs Colorado 

Midway through the second half, Nebraska was behind by ore a 
three, 71-68. In the next four-plus minutes, the Cornhuskers Sra Ril 
scored 17 unanswered points to eliminate the suspense. Chris } Moore, M. 

Sallee initiated the assault with a dunk, and Tom Wald gave ees 2 
Nebraska the lead for good with a three-point shot. Wald] sures.c. _ 
capped the run, scoring on a lay-in with 6:03 remaining in the | Wald, T. 
game, aa 

The Buffaloes’ high-scoring Donnie Boyce finished with 23 | teem tote 
points. Nebraska 

“I thought the Nebraska guards made the difference in the LS 
game,” Colorado Coach Joe Harrington said. 

Boone, Wald and Erick Strickland, the guards, combined to score 61 points. 

“T think the game was won and lost about three times,” said Nee. “And I was pleased with our kids’ deter- 
mination to stay in there.” 

The victory was Nebraska’‘s 10th in 16 games at the Coors Events Center. 
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Wald 
said. “Too bad it takes losses to 
learn things like that.” 

The focus of the season should be 
tournament time, said Wald. 

“The goal is to be the best at the 
end. The good teams fine-tune all 
the way to the NCAA Tournament. 
That’s when we have to peak,” he 
said. 

Wald has played an important 
role since transferring from Mankato 
(Minn.) State a year ago. He began 
the season coming off the bench and 
playing so well that Nee compared 
him to former NBA star John 
Havlicek, a sixth-man. 

Wald became a starter in the 16th 
game, against Kansas State at the 
Devaney Sports Center. “I don’t like 
major disruptions, but I think you've 
got to search for hot hands,” Nee 
said in deciding to start Wald, who 
joined Erick Strickland and Jaron 


at learning from our losses, 


PLAYER 

24 Boone, Jaron 
21 Strickland, Erick 
12 Wald, Tom 
05 Badgett, T. 
34 Brooks, M. 
32 Moore, M. 

13 Sallee, C. 

30 Glock, J. 

03 Surles, C, 

33 Steinbrook, L. 


GIGS 
24/24 
23/23 
24/4 
24/23 
24/19 
24/20 
24/4 
22/3 
22/0 
6/0 


Min./Avg. 
764/31.8 
675/29.3 
683/28.5 
574/23.9 
609/25.4 
§57/23.2 
396/16.5 
354/16.1 
244/11.1 


TEAM G/GS 


FG-FGA/Pct. 
149-336/.443 
125-276/.453 
77-153/.503 
86-161/.534 
60-128/.469 
74-145/.510 
54-93/.581 
53-93/.570 
32-75/.427 
3-6/.500 


FG-FGA/Pct. 


Tom Wald has been the glue 
that’s kept Nebraska 
pointed toward competing 
once again for honors in the 
conferences elite. 


Boone in a three-guard lineup. 

Wald was credited with 11 
assists in his first start. 

Wald has probably been less 
surprised by his success at 
Nebraska than anyone. He was 
confident in his ability to com- 
pete at the NCAA Division I-A 
level. While he was earning all- 
=| conference honors at Mankato 
§| State, he was thinking: “I don’t 
want to sit down here. And if I 
s| didn’t make it (at the next level), 
at least I tried. 

“IT was thinking: ‘I could be 
doing this somewhere else.’ My 
coach told me not to (transfer). I 
might have been a little bull-head- 
ede 

The Cornhuskers were the benefi- 
ciaries of that stubbornness. 

Nebraska needed to average just 
over 10,000 per game for its final five 
home games to pass 1 million in 
attendance over the last five seasons. 
That was assured. 

Attendance at the Sports Center 
totaled approximately 2.2 million 
during the 14 previous seasons. 

The Cornhuskers’ rebounding 
problems, while not a surprise, were 
cause for Nee to consider looking for 
help on the boards. At mid-year, 
there even was talk that Dwayne 
Harris, a senior outside linebacker 
on Nebraska’s national champi- 
onship football team, might try out. 

Harris was an outstanding multi- 
sport high school athlete in 
Bessemer, Ala. The tryout never took 
place. 


3FG-FGA/Pct. FT-FTA/Pct. Reb./Avg. 


ees WU? 
RECORD Rs |b>o; 
NE Louisiana W, 99-77 
Virginia Tech L, 87-8] 
College of Charleston W, 74-72 
Morehead State  W, 96-55 
Idaho State W, 98-72 
Creighton W, 85-57 
Michigan State W, 96-91 
Western Illinois W, 69-62 
NE Illinois W, 101-60 
@Northern lowa = W, 95-88 
Delaware State W, 94-52 
Appalachian State  W, 108-71 
@lexas L, 102-74 
Missouri L, 82-74 
@long Beach State W, 82-71 
Kansas State W, 78-56 
@Missouri-Kan.City W, 63-60 
@Kansas L, 84-67 
@0klahoma L, 82-72 
Oklahoma State —L, 82-65 
Oklahoma W, 71-59 
@Colorado W, 100-86 
@lowa State L, 1-69 
Kansas L, 91-68 
@Oklahoma State 
@Missouri 
Colorado 
@Kansas State 
lowa State 
Big Eight Tournament 
Mar. 10-12 Kansas City, Mo. 


Nov. 25 
Nov. 26 
Nov. 27 
Dec, 2 
Dec. 3 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 10 
Dee. 17 
Dec. 21 
Dec, 22 
Dec, 29 
Dec. 31 
Jon, 4 
Jan, 7 
Jon, 9 
Jan. 12 
Jon. 18 
Jon. 23 
Jon. 28 
Feb. | 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 8 
Feb. Il 
Feb. 14 
Feb, 18 
Feb. 22 
Feb. 25 
Mar, | 
Mar, 5 


NESRASKABIS SSS Roca SUN ESTAS 


PF Ast. Bliks. Pts./Avg. 


§1-125/.408 
41-110/.373 
10-35/,286 
1-9/.111 
6-22/.273 
2-8/.250 
0-0/.000 
12-27/,444 
4-15/.267 
2-4/.500 


70-102/.686 
83-116/.716 
76-92/.826 
35-51/.686 
56-87/.644 
26-57/.456 
46-74/.622 
19-22/.864 
11-19/.579 
2-2/1.00 


83/3.5 
116/5.0 
§5/2.3 
137/5.7 
123/51 
140/5.8 
113/4.7 
48/2.2 
42/1.9 
1/0.2 


3FG-FGA/Pct. FT-FTA/Pct. 


Reb./Avg. 


NEBRASKA 24 
Opponent 24 


713-1466/.486 129-355/.363 
623-1541/.404 171-498/.343 


51 86 10 
73, '98 

33 105 

67 49 

70 83636 

65 20 

54 6 

30 33 

| 

0 3 


419/17.5 
374/16.3 
240/10.0 
208/8.7 
182/7.6 
176/7.3 
154/6.4 
137/6.2 
79/3.6 
10/1.7 
PF Ast. 


TO Pts./Avg. 


424-622/.682 
354-528/.670 


938/39,1 
947/39.5 


383 
419 


467 447 
526 347 


1979/82.5 
1771/73.8 


KEY: G/GS = Games/ Games Started « PF = Personal Fouls « Ast. = Assists * TO = Turnovers * Blks. = Blocks * Stls. = Steals 
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With most of the class committed prior to the 
Orange Bowl, Nebraska enjoyed a rarity as it put 
together a Top 10 class in record time 


By James Hale 


n one of most exciting recruiting success stories 
of the year, the Nebraska Cornhuskers put 
together a national Top 10 recruiting class and 
actually had 90 percent of it in the bag by 
Christmas. Some of those recruits actually com- 
mitted to the Huskers without even visiting the 
campus. 

“It’s been kind of a bizarre year,” said Coach Tom 
Osborne following the Feb. 1, 1995, signing day. “It’s a lit- 
tle difficult to explain. Some people think that we just 
took the first player through the door and passed on 
some really good ones. However, we didn’t do it that 
way. 

“We got players we had ranked very high and 
that we really wanted. When they committed early, 
sometimes without taking a visit, that was OK 
with us. The early commitments were a bir 
boost, actually, to our football program.” 

In all, the Cornhuskers signed 26 athlete 
from 15 different states, 

“We got those commitments in probabl: 
36-37 visits, which is unheard of in this busi 
ness,” Osborne said. “For some reason, thing 
went way, way quicker. But that doesn’t mea 
next year, with 56 visits we may have a har 
time recruiting 14 or 15 players. 

“We had seven or eight players commit t 
us who had never seen our campus before. It’ 
really difficult to explain.” 

It was place-kicker/ quarterback Kris Brown out 
of Southlake (Carroll), Texas, who got things 
rolling. Without taking an official visit to 
Huskerland, Brown told the Huskers staff he 
would like to spend his college years wearing 
the Red and White. 

“1 went to their summer football camp and % 
saw everything I needed to see of their campus,” 
Brown said. “That visit also served as an oppor- 
tunity to learn about their football program as 
well. When they offered me early before the 
start of the season, I decided to say yes. 

“Who could give me a better offer than 
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f Pos. We. 

Derek Allen DL 1 275 Ba csaye Ark. 
Luis Almanzar TWDE 64 235 Jersey City, N.J. (Dickinson) 
Matt Baldwin OL 6-3 265 Arvada, Colo. (Bear Creek) 
Chad Bell Lo 62 205 Norfolk, Neb. 
Andy Bilanzich Pr 63 215 Salt Lake City, Utah udge Memorial) 
Kris Brown "kK 60 190 Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 
Jeff Clausen OL &8 275 Dixon, Hl. 
T.J. DeBates Lb 1 20 Stewartville, Minn. 
Brandon Drum DL 65 250 Columbus, Neb. (Scotus) 
Terrell Farley LB 6-1 205 Columbus, Ga. (Kendrick) 


Aaron Wills 


Nebraska? I knew they would soon need a kicker and 
that I could possibly play some quarterback for them, too. 
Nebraska is one of the top programs in the country and I 
was glad to get recruiting out of the way.” 

In-state, the nation was talking about two prospects— 
running back Ahman Green from Omaha Central and 
offensive lineman Tim Ridder out of Omaha Creighton 
Prep. Both players were preseason All-Americans and 
ranked as two of the Top 100 prospects in the country. 

Both were considering Nebraska, but Notre Dame was 


NU SIGNEES 


Independence (Kan.) College 
Lonnie Fulton OL 65 250 Grand Island, Neb. 
Ahman Green RB 6&1 210 Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
Julius Jackson LB 62 206 Gainesville, Texas 
Eric Johnson DB 61 195 Phoenix, Ariz. (Alhambra) 
Marcus Johnson OL 6-5 265 Oceanside, Calif. (Vista) 
Adam Julch OL 66 300 Omaha, Neb. (Auburn) 
Chad Kelsay LB 64 220 Auburn, Neb. 
Frankie London QB 6&1 175 Lake Charles, La. (LaGrange) 
Karnell Matthews DB 5-11 185 St. Peters, Mo. (Francis Howell North) 
Tony Ortiz LB 62 215 Waterbury, Conn. (Crosby) 
Jeff Perino QB 62 200 Durango, Colo. 
Jerome Peterson DB 5-9 180 Port Allen, La. 
Chris Rainey pu 6-0 185 Minneapolis, Minn. (North) 
Kareem Sears Lb 63 230 Enid, Okla. 
James Sherman DVOL 64 290 LaVerne, Calif. (Whittier) 


Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 


very much in the picture as well. Because 
both of Ridder’s uncles played for the 
Huskers, the coaching staff was optimistic 
early. However, their competition was 


Notre Dame, and the Irish led in early 
September. 
Green decided to look at some of the best 
programs in the country, in Arizona, Michigan, 
Notre Dame and Penn 
46 State. 
here is no While those two were 
» looking around, others liv- 
guesswork with ing in Ricbraeka began com- 
Nebraska; you Br ceo? in 
ensive lineman Adam 
know what they Julch of Omaha Burke, out- 
have to offer and side linebacker Chad Kelsay 
you know it will be of Auburn and offensive 
lineman Lonnie Fulton of 
there for the next Grand Island all decided in 
few years as well.” !ate September that they 
wanted to get the recruiting 
— Lonnie Fulton P'cess over with and com- 
Offensive lineman ™t to the Huskers. 
from Grand Island, Neb... \°0"@SKa has always 
een where I wanted to play 
my college football, so when 
I knew they wanted me and 
wanted to offer a scholarship, then I knew where I was 
going and I didn’t need to take any visits at that point,” 
Fulton said. “Nebraska has one of the top 
programs in the country and it’s right here 
in-state. You can count on Coach Osborne 
being here and the coaching staff as well. 
“There is no guesswork with Nebraska; 
you know what they have to offer and you 
know it will be there for the next few years |, 
as well.” 
Before December the Huskers complet- 
ed their search for a kicking game. 
With Brown already committed, the 
Huskers got another verbal, from one of 
the top punters in the country in mid- 
November. Andy Bilanzich from Salt Lake 
City (Judge Memorial Catholic), Utah, 
averaged 48.5 yard per punt and finished 
with a state best 43.0 net punting average. 
However, Bilanzich is not your typical 
punter, unable to do anything else on the 
playing field. He played tight end and 
nose guard in high school and excels in 
several sports despite playing with only 


plowles BUSS BReVOow 
Nebraska continued its efforts to recruit kids from 


outside the Midland region, as this year’s balanced 
class (see below) came from 15 different states. 


one eye. 

“I have been a Nebraska fan all my life. In fact, I just 
might have a special false eye made with the letter ‘N’ on 
it,” Bilanzich said. “I have always wanted to play at 
Nebraska and their offer was just too good to pass up.” 

The Huskers’ national recruiting took them to the 
homes of the top athletes in the country, including athlete 
Daylon McCutcheon of Lapuente (Bishop Amat), Calif.; 
wide receiver Peter Warrick of Bradenton (Southeast), 
Fla.; linebacker Kory Minor of Lapuente (Bishop) Amat, 
Calif.; defensive lineman Clyde Sanders of Sacramento 
(Grant), Calif.; and defensive back Robert McQuarters of 
Tulsa (Booker T. Washington), Okla. 

The Huskers’ second national recruit came out of 
Missouri when defensive back Karnell Matthews of St. 
Charles (Francis Howell North) decided not to visit 
Kansas State, Missouri, Wisconsin and Texas Christian 

ay when a chance to commit to the 
Huskers 
December. 
“Nebraska has the best total 
program in the country,” said 
Matthews. “You can’t go any- 


came in early 


the combination football/acade- 
mics like you can get at 
Nebraska. When they offered me 
a scholarship, I didn’t need to 
hear from anybody else.” 
Offensive lineman Brandon 
Drum of Columbus (Scotus), 
Neb., soon would follow to give 
the Huskers four in-state 


From the beginning, 
Nebraska considered in-state 
prep sensation Ahman Green 
of Omaha (Central) the best 
running back in the nation. 
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RECRUITING DIARY 


Nearly 50 people, most of them representing 
news media outlets, had gathered in the South 
Stadium varsity lounge for the much-awaited 
official announcement of the Nebraska football 
team’s 1995 recruiting class. 

Television cameras were set up behind chairs 
for reporters. At the back of the room an Omaha 
radio station prepared for a live broadcast. 

It was a relaxed atmosphere. Associate sports 
information director Nick Joos brought in a tray 
of cupcakes frosted in red and white. He had 
baked them earlier, he said with a laugh. 

The first to take a cupcake began licking off the 
frosting. Several others followed suit. 

Tom Osborne’s news conference was sched- 
uled to begin at 3:45 p.m. He finally arrived about 
4 p.m. 

* Assistonts in the sports information office dis- 
tributed a six-page release, listing the names of 
the Cornhuskers’ 26 recruits, along with their 
heights, weights, projected positions and home- 
towns. 

The names on the list were arranged alphabeti- 
cally, from Derek Allen to Aaron Wills. Seven of 
the 26 were from Nebraska, the release said. The 
19 non-Nebraskans, including one junior college 
transfer, represented 14 states, from Arkansas to 
Utah. There were two each from Texas, 
California, Colorado, Louisiana and Minnesota. 

When all attention was focused on him, 
Osborne started. He would stop to accommodate 
the electronic media, then start again. “Really, it’s 
been the better part of a month or more that 
we've had to hold on to those players,” he said, 
preparing to go through the list and say some- 
thing about each one. 

“Several got hammered pretty hard.” 

But none of them wavered, not even a little. 
“We got a bunch of Tom Osborne kind of guys,” 
Steve Pederson, Nebraska’s associate athletic 
director for football operations, said later. “They 
probably would be offended if somebody had 
thought they would change their minds. They 
hung with it.” 

February 1,a Wednesday, was the first day 
football players could sign letters of intent. The 
signing period continues for about a month. But 
as is normally the case at Nebraska, the signings 
were accomplished on that first day. Even so, this 
year was “bizarre,” Osborne said. 

For one thing, 22 of the 26 recruits had made 
verbal commitments before the Cornhuskers left 
Lincoln for Miami and the Orange Bowl. For 
another, “we had seven or eight recruits commit 
who had never seen the campus,” said Osborne. 
“That's kind of crazy. If you're a young man talk- 
ing about four or five years of your life and 
you've never seen a place, why would you say 
you're coming? I don’t know.” 

But that’s what happened. 

Because of the unusual circumstances, the 
days leading up to letter-of-intent signing were 
mundane when compared to previous seasons. 
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prospects by late November. However, Green and Ridder 
were still talking about going out of state, which was 
leaving a bad taste for Husker fans everywhere. 

It was late November when two key national recruits 
decided to cut off their recruiting and commit to the 
Huskers. 

Defensive back Chris Rainey of Minneapolis (North), 
Minn., and defensive lineman Marcus Johnson of 
Oceanside (Vista), Calif., both turned down offers from 
some of the top programs in the country for a chance to 
secure a scholarship from Nebraska. 

“IT had opportunities to scholarship at Colorado, 
UCLA, Arizona State and Oregon,” Johnson said. 
“However, Nebraska is a great program that loves to run 
the football and I wanted to block in an offense that likes 
to feature the run. We even run some of the same plays at 
Vista that they run at Nebraska, so | 
already have an idea at least how to 
line up on certain plays.” 

“l could have visited Notre 
Dame, Michigan State, lowa or 
Wisconsin, but none of those 
schools can compare with 
Nebraska,” said Rainey. “When 
they offered I just canceled all my 
visits, because Nebraska is where I 
really wanted to go to school.” 

Before the month of December 
had rolled around the Huskers 
already had received commitments 
from nine athletes, and the 
actual recruiting season hadn't turning down 


even officially started. Nebraska in favor of 

It would get better for the ¢sanford, quarterback 
Huskers in early December as §eo¢¢ Frost as 
Nebraska continued its quest transferred back and 
for offensive linemen by get- will be eligible next 
ting a verbal from big Jeff season. 


Clausen of Dixon, Ill. Clausen 

stands 6-8 and weighs in at 

275. He admits it was a no-brainer for an offensive line- 
man to want to play at Nebraska. 

“Every year Nebraska turns out All-Americans and 
pro prospects in the offensive line,” said Clausen. “So, if 
you want to be the best offensive lineman in the country 
and play with the best you have to play at Nebraska.” 

Aaron Wills became the second athlete from Omaha 
(Burke), Neb. to commit to Nebraska. It was only early 
December, but NU already had 11 verbals. However, 
Green and Ridder were still talking about Notre Dame, 
and the other out-of-state prospects weren’t going to be 
so easy to get. 

The key question was whether the Huskers would 
wait on national prospects. Their scholarships were get- 
ting full so quickly that if an athlete didn’t commit early 
there might not be a scholarship available later. 

Athlete Jerome Peterson of Port Allen, La., is one of 
those who decided not to wait. 

“T didn’t want to wait and get left out,” Peterson said. 
“I knew they were filling up quickly so I decided it was 
time to get out of the recruiting game and get into the 
Husker game.” 

Peterson turned down offers from Tennessee, LSU, 
Texas A&M and Mississippi. 

Down lineman Matt Baldwin of Arvada (Beer Creek), 
Colo., did the same, shunning a home state offer from 
rival Colorado to commit to Nebraska. 

By mid-December the Huskers were on a roll trying to 


Two years after 


close out their recruiting class. 

Outside linebacker Kareem Sears of Enid, Okla., did 
the expected and said “no” to Oklahoma. Two other out- 
side linebackers — Tony Ortiz of Waterbury (Crosby), 
Conn., and Terrell Farley of Independence Junior College 
in Kansas — were quick to follow. In a span of three days 
in mid-December the Huskers landed three of the most 
coveted outside linebackers in the country. 

“I’ve always wanted to play at Nebraska,” Sears said. 
“T know that sounds strange coming from a player in 
Oklahoma, but it’s true and I just decided to do what I’ve 
always wanted to do.” 

“With the style of defense Nebraska is playing now, 
it’s perfect for an outside linebacker with speed like I 
have,” said Ortiz who has been timed at 10.5 for the 100 
meters. “I liked the competition level and tradition at 
Nebraska, the incoming recruiting class and definitely the 
coaching staff.” 

Ortiz, who chose the Huskers after visiting Penn State 
and Clemson, also considered North Carolina State. 

Nebraska also got com- 


Although losing in-state 
prep All-American Tim 

Ridder (below) to Notre 
Dame hurt, the Huskers 
weren't fazed when the 
class filled up and there 
wasn’t room to continue 


mitments from their top 
quarterback prospects in 
Jeff Perino of Durango, 


Colo., and Frankie 
London of Lake Charles 
(LaGrange), La. 


Perino went somewhat 


originale oiners a high oe unnoticed after playing in 
their list, including safety Only Sous gaits, due lteia 


Robert McQuarters (right) dislocated kneecap, while 
gm London had a great senior 


j season and finished ranked as 

one of the Top 10 quarter- 
backs in the country. Both 
offer similar talents and both 
were looking for an opportu- 
nity. 

It was late December when inside linebacker T.]J. 
DeBates of Stewartville, Minn., and offensive lineman 
James Sherman of La Verne, Calif., committed to 
Nebraska. NU also would get a verbal from Julius 
Jackson, a talented outside linebacker from Gainesville, 
Texas, and fullback Chad Bell of Norfolk, Neb. 

However, the Huskers learned that Ridder indeed 
would play for the Irish, leaving Green among the Blue- 
Chippers still in the state. The Irish were still sweating 
this one out as Green wanted to visit Notre Dame first. 
He already had taken visits to Arizona, Michigan and 
Penn State. 

A week after Nebraska won its first national title 
under Tom Osborne with a 24-17 win over Miami, the 
Huskers got more good news as Green indicated he 
wanted to play at Nebraska, too. That meant talented 
running backs like Bennie Butler of Del City, Okla., and 
Johnny Humphrey of Galveston Ball, Texas, no longer 


“Usually, you're going crazy in January,” 
Osborne said. In any case, here’s a quick look 
back: 


The newspapers in Lincoln 
and Omaha publish interviews 
JANUARY | with Scott Frost, who has trans- 

ferred to Nebraska after playing 
two seasons at Stanford. 
“I made my decision to join 
MONDAY the best football program, with 
the best coach, and that was 
that,” he says. 

Frost was a prep All-America quarterback in 
Wood River, Neb. His father, Larry, was a foot- 
ball letterman at Nebraska, and his mother, 
Carol, was the Husker women’s track and field 
coach. Even so, he opted for Stanford, because he 
wanted an opportunity to be coached by Bill 
Walsh. 

Frost will begin as a walk-on and won't be eli- 
gible to play until the 1996 season. He will, how- 
ever, be able to participate in spring practice, 

Though he isn’t a recruit, his arrival is a good 
starting point. The timing couldn’t have been bet- 
ter. He'll be ready and eligible as soon as Tommie 
Frazier and Brook Berringer have completed their 
eligibility. 

Frost is like found money. 

Some Cornhusker fans express concern that 
Frost's transfer might have a negative effect on 
two high school quarterbacks who have made 
oral commitments: Frankie London from Lake 
Charles, La., and Jeff Perino from Durango, Colo. 
Such concerns prove to be unfounded, however. 

On signing day, Osborne said: “They were 
ready to join us, and they didn’t seem to care that 
Scott Frost was coming here.” 


Eric Johnson, a defensive back 
from Phoenix, notifies Nebraska 
JANUARY _ | of his decision to become a 

Cornhusker. His announcement 
2 és; comes as a surprise. The Lincoln 

and Omaha newspapers have 

reported that Nebraska appar- 
bssecitecdels ently has filled its piglestic 
quota. 

Johnson, however, says he will wait until sec- 
ond semester to accept a scholarship if need be, 
and if he doesn’t meet NCAA freshman eligibility 
standards, he will walk on, with only the promise 
of a scholarship once he does gain his eligibility. 

Johnson was among a half-dozen players who 
made official campus visits the previous week- 
end. The others were Chad Bell from Norfolk, 
Neb.; Adam Julch and Aaron Wills, teammates at 
Burke High in Omaha; and Jerome Peterson from 
Port Allen, La. All have made verbal commit- 
ments to the Cornhuskers. But for various rea- 
sons, they all were unable to visit Nebraska any 
sooner. 

They are the last of the scholarship recruits to 
visit. One recruiting weekend remains before let- 
ters of intent can be signed. Nebraska uses the 
opportunity, and its unused visits (the NCAA 
allows 56), to bring in 14 walk-on candidates. 

In fact, that’s how Osborne and his assistants 
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spend the final week before the signings. They 
visit prospective walk-ons. 


(\f\{\ {\ All those who have visited leave 
Lincoln in plenty of time to be 
JANUARY | home for the Super Bowl. If any 
coaches had been on the road 
recruiting, they would have 
been required to finish by 
SUNDAY Sunday night, under NCAA 
rules. No Nebraska coaches are 
on the road, however. The prospective walk-ons 
got their undivided attention. 


Osborne meets with his staff to 
discuss recruiting, leading up to 
the signing day on Wednesday. 
He reminds his assistants to 
telephone the players they have 
been responsible for recruiting, 
MONDAY | as well as those who play the 
positions they coach. Most of the 
phone calls are made in the evening. The coaches 
spend much of the day watching “cutups” of the 
season, in preparation for spring practice. 
Osborne begins calling recruits. Ideally, he 
would visit on the telephone with each recruit 
twice during the next two days. He makes contact 
with everyone at least once. 


JANUARY 


The last day before letters of 
intent can be signed is much the 
JANUARY same as Monday. More watch- 
ing “cutups.” More phone calls, 
3 1 checking in. There is no concern. 
The commitments are firm. Each 
TUESDAY recruit has indicated at what 
time he will sign his letter of 
intent. Some will do sa at home. Some will wait 
until they get to school. Some will make the sign- 
ing an event. 
The atmosphere in the South Stadium offices is 
relaxed. 


The weather is unseasonable in 

southeast Nebraska. The fore- 

FEBRUARY | Cast is for sunshine and temper- 
atures in the 50s. It is as accurate 

1 as the commitments from future 

Cornhuskers are firm. 

Letters of intent can be signed at 
REDE 8 a.m. local time. After the play- 
ers sign, the letters are transmitted by facsimile to 
the football office, then the originals are shipped 
Airborne Express. The first fax, from Lonnie 
Fulton, an offensive lineman from Grand Island, 
Neb., comes across at 8:03 a.m. 

The faxes come with such regularity that some 
have to be sent to the sports information office. 
By noon, all but three of the 26 recruits have 
signed letters of intent. Chris Rainey, a defensive 
back from Minneapolis, will sign at noon. Jerome 
Peterson, another defensive back, will sign at 1 
p.m. And Kris Brown, a kicker from Southlake, 
Texas, will sign at 3 p.m. 

“This was the easiest year, by far, in terms of 
getting players who wanted to come here,” 
Osborne said. & 
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had a scholarship waiting at Nebraska. Butler eventually 
signed with Oklahoma and Humphrey with Mississippi 
State. 

Other talented players were turned away as well. 

McCutcheon (signed with Michigan), Warrick (Florida 
State), Sanders (Colorado), Minor (Notre Dame) and 
McQuarters (Oklahoma State) all went elsewhere. 

However, just before signing date the Huskers sur- 
prised many by getting a commitment from defensive 
back Eric Johnson of Phoenix (Alhambra), Ariz. 

There is a unique twist to Johnson’s status, however, 
as he hadn’t qualified at press time. If he does qualify he 
will be with the Huskers at the start of spring drills. If he 
doesn’t, he won't enroll at Nebraska until after he passes 
his test and the second semester. 

In essence, becoming the Huskers first prep recruit of 
the 1996 class. 

Or would that be the second, with talented quarter- 
back Scott Frost transferring back home after a two-year 
stint at Stanford where he played quarterback and start- 
ed in the secondary. Also, Prop 42 athletes Eric Warfield 
of Texarkana, Ark., and Shevin Wiggins of Bradenton, 
Fla., are making progress in the classroom and will be 
put on scholarship next season when they become avail- 
able. Both were members of last year’s class. 

“There is nobody in this class that is iffy or we ques- 
tioned their talent,” Osborne said. “We signed five of the 
top seven offensive linemen that we had on our recruit- 
ing board. We had five quarterbacks and we took the top 
two. We took the top running back; the guy we rated as 
the best in the country was Ahman Green. We took four 
of the top five linebackers in Tony Ortiz and the line- 
backing corps. In the secondary, we took four of the top 
six. 

“If our evaluation is bad, then we didn’t do very well. 
If our evaluation is good, then we did very well.” @ 


PING THE BLASS: 


National . 
Recruiting BlueChip 
SuperPrep Advisor Illustrated 
1. Notre Dame 1. Notre Dame 1. Notre Dame 
2. Florida St. 2. Florida 2. Florida 
3. Penn State 3. Texas A&M 3. Texas A&M 
4. Texas A&M 4. Florida State 4. Auburn 
5. Florida 5. Nebraska 5. Florida State 
6. Michigan 6. Auburn 6. USC 
7. Auburn 7. Michigan 7. Nebraska. 
8. Alabama 8. Penn State 8. Penn State 
9. Colorado 9. USC 9. Michigan 
10. USC 10. N. Carolina 10. Tennessee 
11.Nebraska 11. Colorado 11.(T) Alabama 
12. Illinois 12. Tennessee 11.(T) Miami 
13. Wisconsin 13. Illinois 13. Colorado 
14. N. Carolina 14. S. Carolina 14. Illinois 
15. Clemson 15. Texas 15. Georgia 
16. Syracuse 16. Clemson 16. UCLA 
17. Miami 17. Wisconsin 17. LSU 
18. Washington 18. Baylor 18. S. Carolina 
19. lowa 19. Georgia 19.(T) Texas 
20. Tennessee . Washing .(T) Arizona 


HEIGHT: 6-6 WEIGHT: 275 
SPEED: 4.8 BENCH: 300 BIRTHDAY: April 26, 1977 


DEREK 


ALLEN 
DEFENS VEQUINENAN 


SCHOOL: Russellville, Ark. 

HOBBIES: Fishing, reading books, hunting, hiking, rid- 
ing bikes 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated, SuperPrep); All-State; 1994 Arkansas 
Defensive Player of the Year; All-Conference; All- 
Arkansas 

OTHER SPORTS: Track (shotput) 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Iowa, Boston College, Virginia, 
Louisville, Arkansas, Oklahoma State, Texas 


High School Head Coach Phil Collins: 

“Derek should be a great college player. He has 
great athletic potential and that should serve him well 
at Nebraska. He’s aggressive and plays with a lot of 
intensity. He really chases the ball and that’s what sep- 
arates him from being just another big guy.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Derek is a tall, rangy defensive lineman who has 
good size, runs well and from what we've seen, an 
excellent inside player. Derek will be an inside player 
for us in our 4-3 scheme — an interior defensive tackle- 


type player.” 


Why Derek Chose Nebraska: 

“I think Nebraska is a fine school and I think educa- 
tion is important. I think that down the road, every- 
thing considered, Nebraska will have been the best 
choice. It was a hard decision, probably the biggest of 
my life, but I’m sure I made the right decision.” 


CAPSULE 


One of the premier defensive linemen in the country, 
Allen posted a monster senior year with 76 tackles (47 
unassisted), eight sacks, 25 quarterback hurries, four 
forced fumbles, three PBUs and five tackles for losses. 
Was considered the best player in the state as a sopho- 
more and junior before being named the fourth-best 
defensive lineman in the nation by The Sporting News. 
Allen helped lead Russellville to the second round of 
the Class 4A playoffs with a 9-3 record before losing in 
the second round. 


Son of Carrie and Bill Allen 


HEIGHT: 6-4 WEIGHT: 235 
SPEED: 4.6 BENCH: 250 BIRTHDAY: December 15, 1976 


LUIS 


ALMANZAR 
ONT ENO/EFENe TEEN 


SCHOOL: Jersey City (Dickinson), N.J. 

HOBBIES: Swimming 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-State; All-County; Nate Borden Award 
(awarded to the best defensive player in the county); 
OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Baseball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Illinois, Clemson, West Virginia, 
Pittsburgh 


High School Head Coach Joe Marsella: 

“Luis is a fine young man who has taken over 
responsibility for his family after the passing of his 
father. He’s also an excellent baseball player and also 
plays basketball well. He was a split end last year and 
was a real surprise playing on defense at end. He’s still 
a little raw since he just started playing football as a 
freshman. He’s going to grow, as he’s only 17 years old, 
and he hasn’t really hit the weight room yet. He’s just a 
good all-around kid.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Luis can play on either side of the ball for us. He 
will be either a tight end or rush end, as we have 
offered him a scholarship either way. For his size, he’s 
an excellent deep receiver and plays defense really 
well. We’ve known people at Dickinson for quite a 
while. That’s where Tony Samuel (Nebraska assistant 
coach) comes from.” 


Why Luis Chose Nebraska: 

“T really liked the area in Nebraska. It’s not too big 
and I think I will be real comfortable there. I will be 
able to concentrate on my studies more because there 
won't be as many distractions. The other schools I 
looked at were big and they just seemed to be bad for 
me.” 


CAPSULE 
A two-way performer at the prep level, Almanzar 
caught 25 passes for 530 yards and scored five touch- 
downs en route to being named the second best tight 
end in the state. At defensive end, he recorded 94 tack- 
les last year and racked up nine sacks. 


Son of Maria Almanzar 
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HEIGHT: 6-3 WEIGHT: 265 
SPEED: 4.7 BENCH: 400 BIRTHDAY: November 27, 1976 


MATT 
BALDWIN 
DFFENSIVENUIN ENN 


SCHOOL: Arvada (Bear Creek), Colo. 

HOBBIES: All sports, hiking in the mountains, lifting 
weights 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-Colorado (first-team); All-Midlands; 
Who’s Who of American Students 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Track, Baseball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Minnesota, Colorado State, 
Hawaii, Wyoming 


High School Head Coach Tom Thennell: 

“Coming out of high school he was kind of a Chris 
Zorich (former Notre Dame standout and current 
Chicago Bears defensive lineman) type. He's a big, 
strong kid who plays real hard. He’s a good student 
and a very clean kid. If there’s anything critical, he 
tends to work too hard sometimes. He’s one of the few 
kids to make it on both sides of the ball. He will do well 
at Nebraska.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Matt is a player we liked very well at our football 
camp. In fact, he’s probably a guy we took more for his 
effort in that camp than anything else. We saw good 
overall quickness, quick feet and a willingness to get 
better. He'll probably play offensive center for us.” 


Why Matt Chose Nebraska: 

“I went to Nebraska in December and thought it was 
a nice town with a great football program. Nebraska’s 
history of developing good offensive linemen really 
made going there too hard to pass up. I was also 
impressed with their academic set-up. I was going to 
visit a couple of other schools, but decided to cancel 
them because I didn’t want to waste the coaches’ time. 
I've got a good feeling about Nebraska.” 


CAPSULE 
Baldwin was moved to left guard for his senior year, 
but played his projected college position, center, for 
three earlier years. Helping lead Bear Creek to its first 
league championship in the 71-year history of the 
school, Baldwin recorded 91 stops last year. 


Son of Leah and Stan Baldwin 
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HEIGHT: 6-2 WEIGHT: 205 
SPEED: 4.6 BENCH: 260 BIRTHDAY: January 25, 1977 


CHAD 
BELL 
UINESAONER 


SCHOOL: Norfolk, Neb. 

HOBBIES: Hanging out, going to movies 

HONORS: Senior year— All-State (both as a fullback and 
defensive end); All-Conference; Honorary Defensive 
Captain; Player of the Game in state championship 
game; All-Midlands (SuperPrep) 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Track (long jump record of 
21-10”), Baseball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Grambling State, Kansas State 


High School Head Coach Dan McLaughlin: 

“He's the best pure athlete that I have ever coached. 
He has tremendous power and quickness. But the thing 
that really turns your head is that he is virtually 
unblockable from the outside linebacker spot. We could 
have played him in the offensive line and he would 
have been our best player. That’s how good he is. He 
fits in where Donta Jones played (last year for 
Nebraska). Nebraska’s support system really sold him 
on the school. He understands that you go to school for 
a degree first and football second.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Chad will probably play rush end, but could cer- 
tainly be a running back for us as well. He’s from in- 
state at Norfolk and will be able to do a lot of things for 
us.” 


Why Chad Chose Nebraska: 

“I liked Nebraska because they are rated every year. 
I went to camps and the coaches seemed nice. I just 
wanted to be on a winning team and I really liked 
coach (Tony) Samuel and coach (Frank) Solich.” 


CAPSULE 
A star playing both ways, Bell shined at running 
back, rushing for 1,454 yards and a Class A state record 
26 touchdowns during his senior year. His career high 
of 182 yards came against Omaha Benson in the state 
championship game, which Norfolk won, 27-19. 


Son of Cynthia Stewart and Frankie Bell 
Jeanne and Bob Smith — Guardians 


HEIGHT: 6-3 WEIGHT: 215 
SPEED: 4.9 BENCH: 345 BIRTHDAY: October 2, 1976 


ANDY 


PUNTER: 
SCHOOL: Salt Lake (Judge Memorial Catholic), Utah 
HOBBIES: Fishing, hunting 
HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-State honors (at both kicker and nose- 
guard); MVP of the Ray Parella kicking camp in 
Colorado prior to his senior year. 


OTHER SPORTS: Baseball, Basketball, Track 
CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Utah, Colorado 


High School Head Coach John Colosimo: 
“Andy has wanted to go to Nebraska as long as I’ve 


known him. He's gone to Nebraska’s camps really 
wanting to impress the coaches. He’s an excellent 
young man, both on and off the field. I don’t think he 
will have a problem fitting in at Nebraska. Also, he 
doesn’t let pressure get to him.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Andy is an excellent talent who can play four years 
for us. We've seen him for three years at our football 
camp and we think he is a great punter. Andy probably 
wouldn’t have been recruited by us if we hadn’t seen 
him punt in our camp. We think he’s one of the finer 
punters we have ever had in our football camp.” 


Why Andy Chose Nebraska: 

“My uncle, Steve Davies, played there (1978-80) and 
ever since then I've wanted to go to Nebraska. I got to 
watch some of their games this year and they impress 
me. Since I’ve been in high school I have attended 
Nebraska’s football camps. Before my junior year I 
decided to stay after the camp to hang out with the spe- 
cialists and Coach (Tom) Osborne asked me to punt for 
him. I did and he said he was impressed.” 


CAPSULE 

As a kicker he averaged 48.5 yards per punt and led 
the state with a 43.0 net punting average. He set a state 
record with five punts in one game, averaging 56 yards. 
He had a career-best 68-yard punt in 1994 and kicked 
seven field goals of 45 yard or more in 1994, Of his 
punts as a senior, 65 percent were downed inside the 
20-yard line. Bilanzich, who lost his left eye in a child- 
hood accident, is having an “N” painted on a false eye. 

Son of Susan and Jerry Bilanzich 


HEIGHT: 6-0 WEIGHT: 190 
SPEED: 4.8 BENCH: 225 BIRTHDAY: December 23, 1976 
KRIS 


BROWN 
PIMCEIERER 


SCHOOL: Southlake (Carroll), Texas 

HOBBIES: Debate team, participating in Teen Court 
System, building models, playing Sega 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-Midlands (SuperPrep); All-District; All- 
Area; All-State 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Baseball, Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Oklahoma, Texas, Texas Tech 


High School Head Coach Bob Ledbetter: 
“Kris is an outstanding athlete. We won the state 


championship in 1992 and 1993 with Kris at quarter- 
back. As a sophomore, he was our backup quarterback 
and kicker. He has tremendous stats and great num- 
bers. He should have a tremendous future at Nebraska. 
I know he’s excited about it.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Kris is a good athlete who is a pretty good quarter- 
back for a very good program, Kris does a lot of things. 
He's the type of guy that could go on the road and pos- 
sibly be your third-string quarterback and certainly be 
your No. 1 place-kicker or your back-up punter as well. 
He's a very good athlete.” 


Why Kris Chose Nebraska: 

“Overall the whole program offered balance for me 
as far as athletics and academics. The academic support 
given the players was a plus. It’s what I was looking 
for. Tom Osborne as a coach had a lot to do with my 
decision. The football program speaks for itself. It’s 
really unbelievable. I knew that’s where I wanted to 
be.” 


CAPSULE 
The second prep player to orally commit to the 
Huskers, Brown connected on 16-of-18 field goal 
attempts in 1994. He kicked four field goals, including a 
long of 50, in the first 4A playoff game of his senior 
year. Also playing quarterback, Brown led Carroll High 
School to the state title in 1992 and 1993. 


Son of Hobert Brown and Shari Chaney 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 27 


HEIGHT: 6-8 WEIGHT: 275 
SPEED: 5.35 BENCH: 325 BIRTHDAY: January 9, 1977 
JEFF 


CLAUSEN 
DF FeNS ITE UNENAN 


SCHOOL: Dixon, Il. 

HOBBIES: Golf, umpire for local youth baseball team 
HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); Honorable mention Illinois Player of the 
Year; All-Region 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Iowa, Illinois, Northwestern, 
Ball State 


High School Head Coach Greg Sprenger: 
“| think the biggest change in Jeff has been his men- 


tal attitude from his junior year to his senior year. I 
think what he offers the Cornhuskers is a strong work 
ethic. He's like a lot of the Nebraska players — quiet, 
without a lot of nonsense. He's a good controlled ath- 
lete. I’m really pleased for him. I don’t think he could 
play for a finer program.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Jeff is a great offensive line prospect with a great 
frame. He’s just a big guy, but a very good offensive 
lineman who also played defense. He runs pretty well 
and we think he is an excellent player.” 


Why Jeff Chose Nebraska: 

“T think I’m going to fit into the program at 
Nebraska. I felt comfortable there. In talking with play- 
ers I got a good feeling about what it was all about. 
There was nothing I didn’t like about Nebraska. I knew 
Lincoln was the place for me. The academics were a 
real plus, too. I liked the program overall.” 


CAPSULE 
A two-way player in high school, Clausen is another 
in the great mold of Nebraska offensive linemen. His 
athleticism carried over to the track, where he finished 
sixth at the 1994 state meet with a 157-10 discus toss. 


Son of Colleen and Merlin Clausen 
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HEIGHT: 6-4 WEIGHT: 240 
SPEED: 4.8 BENCH: 300 BIRTHDAY: May 3, 1976 
T.J. 


DEBATES 
DINEBAGKER 


SCHOOL: Stewartville, Minn. 

HOBBIES: Fishing, weight lifting 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (SuperPrep, 
BlueChip); All-Midwest (Tom Lemmings Report); All- 
Conference (third-consecutive year); All-Southeastern 
Minnesota (third-consecutive year); All-State (Associated 
Press, Minneapolis Tribune, St. Paul Pioneer Press); 
Academic All-State 

OTHER SPORTS: Track (five-year letterman and 1994 
state shotput champion —junior season — with a 56’- 
10.25” throw), Basketball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Iowa, Minnesota, Northwestern 


High School Head Coach Earl DeBates: 

“T.J. is a well-rounded athlete. If things go well he 
should be a 13-letter winner before he leaves 
Stewartville. He’s a very explosive player and has 
played many positions including running back, slot 
back, outside linebacker as well as tight end. Fits the 
mold of a good, hard working student.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“T.J. is an excellent running back and linebacker. We 
really want to use him at linebacker or right end, but 
we know that T,J. can help us at a lot of spots.” 


Why T.J. Chose Nebraska: 

“Nebraska speaks for itself. This was the place for 
me. I like to block and catch passes. I’ve played a little 
of tight end in high school, but I’ve blocked through 
out my career whether it was from a running start or 
down field.” 


CAPSULE 

Rated the No. 1 player in Minnesota, DeBates, 
played many positions at Stewartville for his father, 
Earl, including fullback, tailback, tight end and outside 
linebacker. He rushed for 714 yards as a senior and 
totaled 2,716 yards and 44 touchdowns during his bril- 
liant career. DeBates also caught 10 passes for 114 yards 
and two touchdowns as senior. On the defensive side of 
the game, he recorded 119 tackles in 1994 and 224 for 
his career. 


Son of Marvis and Earl DeBates 


HEIGHT: 6-5 WEIGHT: 250 
SPEED: 4.9 BENCH: 265 BIRTHDAY: September 18, 1976 
BRANDON 


DRUM 
DEFENS TERONEN A 


SCHOOL: Columbus (Scotus), Neb. 

HOBBIES: Hunting, fishing, reading classics, working on 
cars 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-Midlands (SuperPrep); All-Nebraska 
(second year); 

OTHER SPORTS: Track (shotput and discus) 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Kansas State, Army, lowa 


High School Head Coach Jim Puetz: 
“Brandon is a nice-sized kid with exceptionally good 


balance. He doesn’t have great speed, but he does have 
good feet and technique. He's a very typical big, strong 
kid that Nebraska likes to take raw. He'll wait his turn 
and gain the extra 50 pounds the Cornhuskers like to 
have on their offensive linemen. Nebraska got a good 
one here.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Brandon was another player we really got a good 
look at in our football camp. He's a defensive lineman 
who runs well and uses his hands well. Brandon has 
good balance with good movement and we think he’Il 
be a fine player.” 


Why Brandon Chose Nebraska: 

“The coaching staff is unbelievable. A big plus at 
Nebraska is its teams and the stability of the coaching 
staff. That was probably the biggest reason I chose 
Nebraska. I’ve been to Nebraska’s camps since I was a 
sophomore and I liked the coaches from the start. 
Winning the national championship was great, but 
other factors are important, like education. Lincoln is 
also close to home. It was just the right thing to do.” 


CAPSULE 
As a defensive tackle Drum racked up 61 (28 solo) 
tackles and four sacks as a senior. Offensively, he broke 
the school career record after grading out to a 1.84 in 
400 minutes played (a 3.0 scale) during the last two 
years. Behind Drum, Scotus finished 8-4 this year after 
a 13-0 record as a junior. 


Son of Denette and Greg Drum 


HEIGHT: 6-1 WEIGHT: 205 
SPEED: 4.5 BENCH: 315 BIRTHDAY: August 16, 1975 


TERRELL 


FARLEY 
UINESHOKER 


SCHOOL: Independence (Kan.) Junior College 
HOBBIES: Watching TV, hanging with friends, movies 
HONORS: Sophomore year — All-American; All- 
Conference; Linebacker of the Year in the Jayhawk 
Conference 

OTHER SPORTS: Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Georgia Tech, Cincinnati, 
Southern Miss, Texas A&M 


JUCO Head Coach Bob O’Mera: 
“Terrell is an amazing player in that he seemed to be 


involved in every big play we had while he was here. 
He has great instincts on the field and anticipates plays 
before they happen. He also has the speed to back them 
up. If you see the ball on the field, boom, Terrell is 
around it. In the two years he’s been here, I don’t 
remember him ever missing a tackle. He fits well into 
what Nebraska has been doing on defense lately.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Terrell is another player with great speed and is a 
great track man. He plays with great movement. He’s 
not the biggest guy in the world, but we like his quick- 
ness.” 


Why Terrell Chose Nebraska: 

“T saw a need at the outside linebacker spot and I 
thought I could go in and help out. I like Lincoln and 
the players and coaches. The campus was real neat. I 
was really treated well by everyone. The stadium is 
nice and the facilities are real cool.” 


CAPSULE 

According to one publication, Farley was rated the 
30th-best junior college prospect this year. This past 
season, Farley registered 116 tackles, 12 sacks and an 
amazing 15 blocked kicks (nine punts and six field 
goals). He scored two touchdowns on fumble returns in 
a playoff game versus Coffeyville Community College. 
During his freshman year, he earned second-team All- 
Conference honors with 95 tackles and seven blocked 
kicks. Out of high school Farley was recruited by 
Alabama, Florida and Kentucky. 


Son of Lenora and Willie Farley 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 29 


HEIGHT: 6-5 WEIGHT: 250 
SPEED: 5.2 BENCH: 315 BIRTHDAY: January 11, 1977 


LONNIE 


FULTON 
DFFENen EAU ENTAN 


SCHOOL: Grand Island, Neb. 

HOBBIES: Fishing, lifting weights, hunting, collecting 
coins 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-Midlands; All-Conference; All-State 
(Lincoln Journal Star); Super-State 

OTHER SPORTS: None 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Iowa State, Wyoming, Colorado 
State 


High School Head Coach John Farrand: 

“Lonnie is a real quiet, hard-working individual. 
Like most schools our size we don’t have a lot of big 
people, so someone like Lonnie is great. He works real 
hard in the weight room and has the frame to get a lot 
bigger. As far as blocking, he gets a real flat back and 
has great skills and technique. I think he needs to 
improve his footing and quickness and we are trying to 
help him with that. Nebraska will put him on a pro- 
gram and he'll be fine.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Lonnie has great size, with a good frame, who 
needs to put on some weight with us. I don’t think he 
will have any problem playing at 290 to 300 pounds for 
us. He was a very good defensive player in high school, 
but will play on the offensive line here.” 


Why Lonnie Chose Nebraska: 

“Nebraska has always had a great program and a 
great tradition. It’s where I’ve always wanted to go. 
The coaching staff and the facilities there on campus 
are the best. You can’t ask for anymore. On my visit it 
was neat to see all the players and imagine what it'll be 
like when I get there.” 


CAPSULE 
From long-time feeder school Grand Island, Fulton 
started on both offense and defense for two years. A co- 
captain during last year’s disappointing 3-6 season, 
Fulton had his best prep game last year when he had 
more than 10 “pancakes” and 13 tackles, including two 
for losses. 


Son of Lavonne and Lloyd Fulton 
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HEIGHT: 6-1 WEIGHT: 210 
SPEED: 4.36 BENCH: 300 BIRTHDAY: February 16, 1977 


AHMAN 


GREEN 
PONMINGIEACR 


SCHOOL: Omaha (Central), Neb. 

HOBBIES: Watching movies, computers 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (USA Today, 
Parade, SuperPrep, Reebok); Gatorade’s Nebraska Player 
of the Year; Dream Team (BlueChip Illustrated) 

OTHER SPORTS: Track, Power lifting 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Notre Dame, Michigan, 
Arizona, Penn State 


High School Head Coach Joe McMenamin: 

“Ahman, with his speed and power, probably has 
been the most physical runner we've had here at 
Central. He can catch the ball as well as run with it, so 
he’s been a real threat for us. Probably the main thing 
that separates him from other ball players across the 
country is his intelligence. He’s got a 3.4 GPA and is 
able to make smart decisions on the football field. He 
should be able to contribute right away.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“We thought that Ahman was the best running back 
in the country. In our football camp he had a vertical 
jump of 35 inches and ran a 4.36 electronic 40-yard 
dash. His agility run was around 4.0 and all of those 
marks puts him either first or second in our running 
back tests. That includes players we already have. 
When you come out (to our camp) as a junior and test 
better than 90 percent of the guys, some of whom are in 
the NEL, you've got a pretty good talent. ” 


Why Ahman Chose Nebraska: 

“Tt was important for my family and friends to see 
me play. So I decided to stay home. I knew about 
everyone down there. I know the players and I got 
along with the coaches fine. The facilities are the best. I 
know the whole athletic program will help me.” 


CAPSULE 
Considered the best running back in the nation by 
many, Green rushed for 1,591 yards and 14 touch- 
downs as a senior. Gaining nearly a first down on each 
carry, he averaged 9.7 yards a carry and 176.8 yards per 
game. A versatile athlete, he also caught four passes for 
40 yards as a senior. 
Son of Glenda and Ed Scott 


HEIGHT: 6-2 WEIGHT: 206 
SPEED: 4.4 BENCH: 340 BIRTHDAY: November 7, 1976 


JULIUS 


JACKSON 
DNESHUKER 


SCHOOL: Gainesville, Texas 

HOBBIES: Running, working out 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (SuperPrep, 
BlueChip Illustrated); All-District; All-Area; All-State 
(honorable mention); All-Academic 

OTHER SPORTS: Track (placed fifth in the state 300 hur- 
dles) 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Baylor, Texas Tech, Texas A&M 


High School Head Coach Mike Russell: 
“Julius has been a real pleasure for the time I’ve been 


around him. He’s a tremendously, likeable young man 
who is very coachable. I think he’ll fit right in on the 
next level. He’s very fortunate to have the chance to 
play there (Nebraska). I know he really loved his visit. 
Nebraska is getting a fine young man.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Julius has great speed and is a big guy. He has the 
ability to run with running backs. He’s played some 
running back in fact, but we wanted him as a line- 
backer.” 


Why Julius Chose Nebraska: 

“There was Nebraska and then there was everyone 
else. I took my visit and knew it was where I wanted to 
play ball. What they do defensively is custom-built for 
me. My mom wasn’t real wild about me going so far 
away. But with the Big 12 coming down here to play 
Baylor, Texas and Texas A&M, I think she’ll be OK 
with it.” 


CAPSULE 
Jackson recorded impressive numbers during his 
senior year including 94 tackles (12 for losses), four 
sacks and six fumble recoveries. He also played full- 
back (rushing for 600 yards) while leading the team to 
the Class 3A playoffs. 


Son of Margaret Jackson and Tim Whitstone 


HEIGHT: 6-1 WEIGHT: 195 
SPEED: 4.5 BENCH: 250 BIRTHDAY: July 30, 1976 


ERIC 


JOHNSON 
DErENBIVENENE 


SCHOOL: Phoenix (Alhambra), Ariz. 

HOBBIES: Lifting weights, reading 

HONORS: Senior year — All-State; All-Valley; All- 
Arizona; selected to play in the Down Under Bowl and 
North vs. South All-Star Games 

OTHER SPORTS: Track (100-, 200-meters, long jump) 
CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Illinois, Colorado, UCLA, 
Arizona, Arizona State 


High School Head Coach Paul Hoffland: 

“Eric has been a three-year starter for us on defense 
and has played some tailback. I’ve coached football for 
34 years in Ohio and Arizona and Eric is one of the best 
I've ever been around. He is better than Nathan 
LaDuke, who was looking at Nebraska some years ago. 
Eric is the hardest hitting defensive back I've seen. 
Outside of football he has a lot of class. The whole fac- 
ulty thinks the world of him. He could play at a lot of 
colleges.” 


Tom Osborne: 
“Eric is probably a strong safety and we think he’s 
going to bea really good player for us.” 


Why Eric Chose Nebraska: 

“Academics was the big reason I chose Nebraska. At 
most schools they'll provide you with a tutor if you 
want one. But at Nebraska tutors are mandatory and I 
liked that. I saw the stories on the guy who graduated 
with a 4.0 this year (Rob Zatechka) and I want to be like 
that. The football program is nice too. They walked me 
out onto that field with the music playing and I was 
like, ‘I’m here.’” 


CAPSULE 

A junior high classmate of Abdul Muhammad, 
Johnson rushed for 1,900 yards and 24 touchdowns 
over the last two years. He was Alhambra’s second- 
leading tackler with 74 solo stops and 33 assists for 107 
tackles, two blocked kicks and one interception. Also a 
kickoff returner, Johnson returned two for scores as a 
sophomore and one as a junior. 


Son of Freeda and Edgar Johnson 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 31 


HEIGHT: 6-5 WEIGHT: 265 
SPEED: 4.9 BENCH: 325 BIRTHDAY: January 13, 1977 


MARCUS 


JOHNSON 
OAeaSIUE UNE 


SCHOOL: Oceanside (Vista), Calif. 

HOBBIES: Studying science, going to the beach, watch- 
ing movies 

HONORS: Senior year — All-League; All-North County 
(second team); All-Palomar League; scholar athlete 
with a 3.5 GPA 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Colorado, UCLA 


High School Head Coach Dick Haines: 
“Marcus is one of those quiet-type players who 


sneaks up on you and smashes you. He really came on 
late and became a force in football in this area. Marcus 
had been ready to erupt and that eruption came this 
year. He spread himself across the field and played 
great football. He created some havoc. Also, he’s a good 
student, just a fine young man. He’s one you take home 


a 


and say, ‘I'll keep him. 


Tom Osborne: 

“Marcus is going to be a big, solid offensive lineman 
for us. Marcus is extremely talented in the same mold 
of some of our great offensive linemen. He comes from 
the same school as former Colorado quarterback Sal 
Aunese.” 


Why Marcus Chose Nebraska: 

“T like Nebraska’s offense in that they are run-orient- 
ed. Coach (Dick) Haines and Coach (Tom) Osborne are 
friends and our teams have a lot of similarities. And, of 
course, Nebraska’s tradition of turning out great offen- 
sive linemen is great. I like the Midwest, the country- 
type setting. I knew it was the place for me.” 


CAPSULE 
Although he played at Vista High School in metro- 
politan San Diego, Calif., Johnson lives in neighboring 
Oceanside, Calif., which sent local products Michael 
Booker and Tray Crayton to Nebraska the last two 
years. Playing both sides of the line, Johnson likely will 
end up on the Huskers’ offensive line. 


Son of Rosie and Calvin Johnson 
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HEIGHT: 6-6 WEIGH : 300 
SPEED: 5.2 BENCH: 380 BIRTHDAY: January 31, 1977 
ADAM 


JULCH 
DEFENSE NUINEHTAN 


SCHOOL: Omaha (Burke), Neb. 

HOBBIES: Academics, weightlifting 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-Division; All-Metro; All-State (Class A); 
All-Nebraska (all classes); Academic All-Metro; Hit 
Award 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Colorado, Kansas State, lowa 


High School Head Coach Larry Jacobs: 

“Adam is what Nebraska typically looks for in its 
offensive linemen — big, mobile and with the frame 
and desire to improve. He puts education first and that 
is always a bonus. He gets off the ball well. We run a lot 
of play action pass, much like Nebraska, and he’s done 
real well for us.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“1 think Adam was one of the first players to commit 
to us. Recruiting is interesting in that if Adam lived in 
Chicago or California he would have had all the major 
colleges recruiting him. When we saw him on film, we 
thought he was as good an offensive lineman as we saw 
in the country. He plays very hard and never rests. We 
are real pleased with him.” 


Why Adam Chose Nebraska: 

“Really, it was the coaches and the program in gen- 
eral. Nebraska is the best. They have the chance to win 
the national title every year. For linemen, there’s no bet- 
ter place than Nebraska. I couldn’t see myself going 
anywhere else — especially being from Nebraska.” 


CAPSULE 

Julch was the first player to orally commit to 
Nebraska with a verbal in September. During his senior 
year, he was a two-way starter for the Bulldogs. Julch 
recorded 77 tackles (40 solo) in 10 games in 1994. A big, 
raw-boned athlete, Julch also starts for the Burke bas- 
ketball team at center and averages eight points and 11 
rebounds per game. 


Son of Gloria and Dennis Julch 


HEIGHT: 6-4 WEIGHT: 220 
SPEED: 4.6 BENCH: 290 BIRTHDAY: April 9, 1977 
CHAD 


KELSAY 
INES HUKER 


SCHOOL: Auburn, Neb. 

HOBBIES: Lifting, hunting, fishing, water and snow ski- 
in 

HONORS: Senior year — All-Nebraska (Omaha World 
Herald); Super-State (Lincoln Journal Star); First-team All 
Defense; All-America (BlueChip Illustrated); All- 
Midlands (SuperPrep) 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Kansas State, Wyoming, Iowa 
State 


High School Head Coach Dick Strittmatter: 

“Chad has been an outstanding, all-around athlete 
including, of course, football. He's a very bright young 
man too — No. 1 in his class. He’s the type of athlete 
every coach would like to have. His positives include 
his intelligence as well as his quickness. His lateral 
speed and quickness are outstanding. Also, his work 
habits are great. He's the type of player who makes the 
other players better.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“To give you an idea of just how athletic Chad is, he 
and Ahman Green had the highest combined test scores 
of anybody in our football camp last summer. He's a 4.0 
student and has posted some very solid times in track.” 


Why Chad Chose Nebraska: 

“I’ve grown up in Nebraska and I’ve always fol- 
lowed the Cornhuskers. It was really a pretty easy deci- 
sion. The chance to play for Coach Osborne was a great 
opportunity. The facilities are nice and the coaching 
staff and everyone associated with the football program 
seemed genuine and interested in me.” 


CAPSULE 


Another two-way standout, Kelsay made 15 stops 
behind the line of scrimmage and had one fumble 
recovery, four fumbles caused, one blocked punt and 
three interceptions. He rushed for 931 yards and 13 
scores and also caught 14 passes for 235 yards and four 
touchdowns. Kelsay is the first Division I-A player to 
come out of Auburn, Neb. 


Son of Jackie and Steve Kelsay 


HEIGHT: 6-1 WEIGHT: 175 
SPEED: 4.4 BENCH: 240 BIRTHDAY: November 24, 1976 


FRANKIE 


LONDON 


SCHOOL: Lake Charles (LaGrange), La. 

HOBBIES: Reading, fishing 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (SuperPrep, 
BlueChip Illustrated); All-District 

OTHER SPORTS: Swimming, Track, Baseball 
CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: None 


High School Head Coach Mike Johns: 

“Frankie was an outstanding quarterback for us this 
year and a good team leader. He's just a good person. 
He's very excited about committing to Nebraska and I 


think he made a good choice. Frankie has excellent 
work habits. What I think puts him above the rest is his 
ability to run and throw the football.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“In Frankie, we have a very good football player. 
He's an excellent athlete. He can run and pass equally 
well and is just about as good an option quarterback as 
we have looked at this year. A good student, good 
leader and fine person, Frankie is going to be an excel- 
lent player for us.” 


Why Frankie Chose Nebraska: 

“The situation I'd be in, with the possibility of red- 
shirting, might give me four years to start at quarter- 
back. I liked the people and the coaches there at 
Nebraska. They treated me really well and the players I 
talked with said they really enjoyed going to school 
there.” 


CAPSULE 
In an offense similar to Nebraska’s, London cap- 

tained his high school team to an 11-3 season as a 
senior. LaGrange finished fourth in Class 5A after los- 
ing to the No. 1 team in the district by one point in 
overtime during the playoffs. One of the top run-pass 
quarterbacks in the nation, London completed 85-of- 
169 passes for 1,888 yards and 18 touchdowns. He also 
ran for 800 yards and nine scores. 


Son of Rosanna and Frank London 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 33 


1 
HEIGHT: 5-11 WEIGHT: 185 
SPEED: 4.4 BENCH: 275 BIRTHDAY: August 19, 1977 


KARNELL 


MATTHEWS 
DEFENSIVETERCK 


SCHOOL: St. Charles (Francis Howell North), Mo. 
ENJOYS: Lifting weights, running 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); All-Conference; All-District; All-Metro; 
Conference and District MVP 

OTHER SPORTS: Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Hawaii, Wisconsin, Missouri, 
Texas Christian 


High School Head Coach Tom Cella: 
“Karnell is a great athlete and he’s an excellent foot- 


ball player. That’s why Nebraska wanted him. He’s got 
tremendous speed, what they call ‘break-away.’ He's a 
really elusive-type runner, with good moves and great 
peripheral vision. We’re going to miss hima lot. He 
was our MVP. He was a hard worker with good work 
ethics. I’m sure he'll do well for the Cornhuskers.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“We like to recruit speed and Karnell is just that 
player. He rushed for 1,700 yards in high school, but 
we like him mostly as a defensive back. When you 
recruit speed at the skill positions, many times you will 
find the fastest players at running back, which was the 
case with Karnell.” 


Why Karnell Chose Nebraska: 

“T really liked the tradition and the academics that 
Nebraska had to offer. They support you in academics 
and that was very important to me. I can play on both 
sides of the ball, but concentrated on running back dur- 
ing my senior year. I'll be fine playing in Nebraska’s 
secondary. I didn’t want to play both. I get the ball ina 
hurry and that’s what the coaches liked in me.” 


CAPSULE 
A high school running back, Matthews is a talented 
speedster who could play many positions for the 
Huskers but will probably find a job in the secondary. 
Matthews carried for 1,700 yards and had 300 receiving 
yards on his way to 24 touchdowns as a senior. 


Son of Anita and Kenneth Matthews 
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a, Bs J 
HEIGHT: 6-2 WEIGHT: 215 
SPEED: 4.3 BENCH: 245 BIRTHDAY: July 3, 1977 


TONY 


ORTIZ 
IESE 


SCHOOL: Waterbury (Crosby), Conn. 

HOBBIES: Special Olympics volunteer 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (Blue Chip, Parade, 
SuperPrep, USA Today second team, BlueChip); 
Northeastern Defensive Player of the Year (SuperPrep); 
OTHER SPORTS: Track, Basketball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Penn State, Clemson, Michigan 


High School Head Coach Joseph Begnal: 

“Tony's a tremendous athlete and the best player 
I’ve coached in my 14 years in coaching. He does so 
many things — he’s big, fast and strong. He’s smart 
and he’s our team captain. He’s just great to be around 
and helps with the younger kids. He's a peer helper at 
school and he’s very humble. Just a great kid all- 
around. Nebraska says he can be a starter right away. 
It’s just a matter of how soon he can learn the system.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Talk about speed, Tony is a big man that runs as 
well as anybody we saw this year. He ran a 10.5 in the 
100 meters. Times like that for a man his size are unreal. 
We will use him at linebacker where he has great accel- 
eration and loves to find contact all over the field.” 


Why Tony Chose Nebraska: 

“T really liked the staff and all the current players 
had nice things to say about them all. But what helped 
me make my decision was the recruiting class they 
have coming in. When I was down there I got to know 
the other recruits real well and we have kept in touch. 
I'm looking forward to getting a chance to play next 
year, but if it doesn’t happen I can wait. That’s not a 
problem. I know I'll be in the mix soon.” 


CAPSULE 


Everybody's All-American, Ortiz caused problems 
for opponents from both sides of the ball. As a line- 
backer last year, he racked up 104 tackles, eight sacks 
and one interception return for a touchdown. As a tail- 
back, he rushed for 1,638 yards and 30 touchdowns. 
Ortiz had eight touchdown runs of 20 yards or more. 
For his career he tallied 3,005 yards, 52 touchdowns, 
216 tackles and 20 sacks. 

Son of Petra and Efrain Ortiz 


HEIGHT: 6-2 WEIGHT: 200 
SPEED: 4.5 BENCH: 275 BIRTHDAY: December 18, 1976 


JEFF 


PERINO 
QUARTERBACK 


SCHOOL: Durango, Colo. 

HOBBIES: Hunting, fishing, snow skiing 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated, SuperPrep); All-State; All-Conference 
OTHER SPORTS: Baseball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Arizona State, Washington, 
Stanford 


High School Head Coach Brian Hester: 
“Jeff is an outstanding athlete and real team player. 
He started at quarterback for us for two years and was 


a second-team All-State player last year. He was a first- 
team punter the last two. He led us to the state the last 
two years. He’s got some size and he’s bright, with a 4.0 
GPA. I think he’ll fit into Nebraska’s system real well. 
He runs the option and throws the ball well. He’s phys- 
ically tough, too.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Jeff runs well and is an excellent thrower. He’s 
shown good toughness on the field and runs well for 
his size. He’s got 4.6 speed and does well in the class. 
We rated some quarterbacks and Frankie London and 
Jeff were the top two.” 


Why Jeff Chose Nebraska: 

“It’s obvious Nebraska has great athletic support, 
but the academic support is also great. They push you 
to do as much off the field as on the field. Tom Osborne 
is an amazing man. It will be great to play under a leg- 
end like him. It’s a long ways from home. I was plan- 
ning on going to Arizona State but I waited to talk with 
Coach Osborne. Then I knew I should go to Nebraska. 
Lincoln is a great place.” 


CAPSULE 

After earning second-team Class 4A all-state quar- 
terback honors as a junior, Perino played in only four 
games his senior year due to a dislocated kneecap. In 
four games he completed 66-of-110 passes for 890 yards 
and seven touchdowns. He also showed his speed 
rushing for 340 yards and seven scores. As a junior he 
passed for 1,800 yards and rushed for 463. 


Son of Judy and Jim Perino 


(a 


HEIGHT: 5-9 WEIGHT: 180 
SPEED: 4-3 BENCH: 265 BIRTHDAY: April 28, 1976 
JEROME 


PETERSON 
weraSIUE BIB 


SCHOOL: Port Allen, La. 

HOBBIES: Running, drawing 

HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); First-team All-State; All-District; All-City 
Most Valuable Player. 

OTHER SPORTS: Track (3 years) 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Texas A&M, Louisiana State 


High School Head Coach Gary Adkins: 

“Jerome is a good kid and I think he'll be a good fit 
for Nebraska. He did everything for us and did it all 
real well. We put him at receiver as well as running 
back. People can’t catch him. He’ll probably play at the 
wingback position for Nebraska. They’Il be able to 
make use of his great hands and speed.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Jerome is another guy who has played running 
back, but will be a defensive back for us. He’s another 
with great speed, running the 100 meters in 10.5. 
Jerome, a strong guy for his size is also a power lifter.” 


Why Jerome Chose Nebraska: 

“TI knew even before I visited (Jan. 21) that Lincoln 
was the place for me. They'd been recruiting me fora 
while, so I knew all about them. I went to other schools 
(for visits), but they didn’t even come close to 
Nebraska.” 


CAPSULE 

Originally from Oakland, Calif., Peterson has played 
only two seasons of high school football for Port Allen. 
As a senior I-back he amassed 2,200 yards rushing and 
29 touchdowns. He rushed for more than 200 yards in 
six of his team’s 11 games, including a season high 304. 
Doubling up at free safety and cornerback, Peterson 
also returned kicks, when the opponents would send it 
his way. 


Son of Winnifred Jackson 
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HEIGHT: 6-0 WEIGHT: 185 
SPEED: 4.4 BENCH: 225 BIRTHDAY: March 26, 1978 


CHRIS 


RAINEY 
DEES ITENEACK 


SCHOOL: Minneapolis (North), Minn. 

HOBBIES: Attending Mosque, playing cards, reading 
HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated, SuperPrep); All-State; All-Conference; All- 
City; Team MVP 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball, Baseball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Notre Dame, Tennessee, Iowa 


High School Head Coach Mike Favor: 

“Chris provides a great deal of excitement on the 
football field. He was probably the most explosive 
player in the state this year. He has exceptional quick- 
ness and is real fast. Chris has a great sense for the ball 
on the field. I was always told you put your best talent 
on defense, so I expect he will be a good corner at 
Nebraska. He’s a very proud young man who wanted 
to go outside the state. I know he was leaning toward 
Notre Dame for a while, but I think he’s happy with his 
choice.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Chris will play in the secondary for us, but he’s 
been a running back and has good speed. He’s also a 
pretty good basketball player. He was recruited earlier 
by some of the big basketball schools. We think he’s an 
excellent athlete.” 


Why Chris Chose Nebraska: 

“T liked the geographical part of it. Also, the status of 
the community and the atmosphere. The academic part 
of it is great and the football team speaks for itself. 1 
really enjoyed the coaches and the players.” 


CAPSULE 

Named to the Scholastic Prep Gatorade Circle of 
Champions Top 100 list, Rainey had an impressive 
senior campaign. As a defensive back, he made 72 tack- 
les and picked off nine passes, four of which he 
returned for scores. He also averaged 23 yards a catch 
as a wideout. During his junior year he intercepted 
eight balls and returned three for touchdowns. 


Lisa Smith — guardian 
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HEIGHT: 6-3 WEIGHT: 230 
SPEED: 4.5 BENCH: 320 BIRTHDAY: December 15, 1976 
KAREEM 


SEARS 


LINEBACKER) 


SCHOOL: Enid, Okla. 

HOBBIES: Basketball referee for YMCA, Weightlifting, 
Playing basketball with younger kids in neighborhood 
HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated, SuperPrep); All-Conference; All-District; All- 
State (honorable mention). 

OTHER SPORTS: Track, Basketball 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Oklahoma 


High School Head Coach Craig Simmons: 

“Kareem is a very gifted athlete who surprises a lot 
of people with his speed. It’s hard to find a kid his size 
who really has good legs under him. He’s a kid who is 
going to get bigger and better at Nebraska because 
nobody is going to out-condition them. He played mid- 
dle linebacker for us and nobody was quicker sideline 
to sideline. Texas was real interested in him early, but 
Kareem has known in his heart that he wanted to play 
for Nebraska. This is his dream come true. He keeps 
wearing Husker stuff everyday. I am happy for him.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Kareem is a tremendous athlete who should be a 
great linebacker for us. This is probably the best group 
of linebackers we’ve ever had and we needed to have 
some this year. Kareem is a great prospect who we will 
hear from down the road” 


Why Kareem Chose Nebraska: 

“Nebraska is the place I'd like to spend four years of 
my life. It’s where I have always wanted to go after 
growing up watching on the team as a kid. I never 
thought I’d do so well that I’d be recruited by so many 
schools. The coaches and winning program made me 
choose Nebraska.” 


CAPSULE 
Sears turned in a stellar senior season after totalling 
97 tackles, 2.5 sacks, 15 tackles for losses and one fum- 
ble recovery. He was listed as the No. 1 linebacker in 
the Big Eight region by BlueChip Illustrated. 


Son of Tandera and Terry Sears 


HEIGHT: 6-4 WEIGHT: 290 
SPEED: 5.0 BENCH: 430 BIRTHDAY: October 23, 1977 


JAMES 


SHERMAN 
DEFENS VENDINENTAN 


SCHOOL: La Verne (Whittier), Calif. 

HOBBIES: Fishing, camping, weight lifting, movies 
HONORS: Senior year — All-America (BlueChip 
Illustrated); Preseason All-American (SuperPrep); 
All-League; California Lineman of the Year; All-State; 
All-California. 

OTHER SPORTS: Wrestling, Soccer, Track 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: USC, UCLA, Washington, 
Colorado 


High School Head Coach Walter Scott: 

“James played both offensive guard and defensive 
tackle for us and he dominated everyone he lined up 
against. He is only 17 years old and can already bench 
over 400 pounds. In Nebraska's strength and condition- 
ing system he will continue to improve and get better. 
He is the best offensive lineman to come out of here ina 
long time. I know he hopes to play on the defense at 
Nebraska, but he’ll be good wherever they put him. He 
is just starting and will be a good one before it’s over 
with.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Many thought James was the best lineman in 
California. He really likes defense, but he is a great 
offensive lineman, too. He’s very strong and powerful.” 


Why James Chose Nebraska: 

“Nebraska was the school with the best combination 
of academics and athletics. I was really impressed by 
the 88 percent graduation rate at Nebraska. The 
lifestyle I liked a lot, too. It’s a lot slower and safer than 
here. The people were all real nice and of course the 
facilities that they have are the best. The stability of the 
coaching staff — 18 years together — was also a real 
selling point.” 


CAPSULE 
As a defensive tackle, Sherman recorded 20 sacks in 
just 12 games during his senior year. The Lineman of 
the Year according to the Los Angeles Times, Sherman 
was rated as the seventh-best offensive line prospect in 
the nation by SuperPrep. 
Son of Patti and Tom Sherman 


HEIGHT: 6-2 WEIGHT: 230 
SPEED: 4.7 BENCH: 290 BIRTHDAY: October 24, 1976 


AARON 


WILLS 
TIGHTPEND/AUEFENe VEREND 


SCHOOL: Omaha (Burke), Neb. 

HOBBIES: Studying, working out 

HONORS: Senior year — All-Metro; All-Midlands; 
Nebraska Coaches Association Linebacker of the Year 
OTHER SPORTS: Swimming 

CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Arizona, UCLA, Kansas State, 
Iowa 


High School Head Coach Larry Jacobs: 

“Aaron provides Nebraska with a great competitive 
spirit. I think he'll help them wherever they decide to 
line him up. He is quick and has a good 40 time (4.7). 
What is really impressive is how quick he is off the ball. 
He fits into Nebraska’s mold of a good athlete. Under 
their system he will improve. He does a good job of 
catching the ball and blocking downfield. With his 
speed he can get downfield quickly and help open up 
the field.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Larry Jacobsen, who played for us, kept telling us 
what a good player Aaron was. Larry has seen a num- 
ber of great players so we took a second and third look 
at Aaron. We discovered we really liked him. He plays 
hard all the time.” 


Why Aaron Chose Nebraska: 

“It was so much more than the national champi- 
onship and the great football. Nebraska is just a class 
act. I like the style of the coaches — Osborne, Brown 
and Solich. They really treat you right. The facilities are 
second to none. The academics, with all the athletic 
scholars and all, was a real selling point.” 


CAPSULE 
On defense, Wills racked up 92 tackles (50 solo) and 

eight tackles for negative yardage as a senior. He also 
had 20 tackles (15 solo) in the first round of the Class A 
playoffs. As a tight end he caught eight passes for 115 
yards. Aaron is of Polynesian Hawaiian decent, and his 
middle name is Kahauoliokuupuuwai, meaning “Joy of 
my Heart.” 


Son of Linda and Cornelius Wills 
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1120'P'STREET LINCOLN, NE 68508 


National C hampionship 


SPORTSWEAR 


Call 1-800-475-7326 to order your 1994 Nebraska Cormhusker 
National Championship sportswear. Your order will be shipped 
to you within 48 hours. Get one for yourself and for your friends. 


T-SHIRTS 


100% cotton heaviwergyt short sleeve t-shirts 
Sizes: S- - XL- XXL* - XXXL** 


$1 4.00 
SWEATSHIRTS 


9oz. heavyweight ag + sleeve sweatshirts 
Sizes: S-M - ~ XXL* - XXXL** 


$98.00 


(*XXL & **XXXL shirts are extra) 


YOUTH shirts are available for Design #NC-02, #NC-05, #NC-07 and #NC-08. 
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DESIGN #NC-06 


\ DE More National Champions products... 
LO Ki Ki Twill Baseball Cap with embroidery ........... $18.00 
Wool Baseball Cap with embroidery .......... $20.00 
V-neck Sweater with embroidery ............... $30.00 


Pullover Jacket with embroidery ................ $30.00 
110z. 'U of N' Sweatshirt with embroidery.. $48.00 
3' x 5' Nylon "National Champions" Flag....$32.00 


Ceramic Coffee Mug...........ccccccsesseeeeseesees $ 6.00 
BUMDOr SUCK ON cs ccesssiessocnesisnvensevnassaneneseas $ 1.00 
18*:X%:27" Entry. DOOr Mat... ccsesscccsesaceesepesss $15.00 
Auto License Plate Frame........c.ecceeseeseee $10.00 
COL TK aS Call to receive a FREE eee. ‘95 Si gabe ea poet 
. Sportswear aoe wey National Championsh p 
- . a einai products brochure. Thank you Husker dans! 


DESIGN #NC-05 DESIGN #NC-10 DESIGN #NC-09 
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Labeled a 
‘sleeper’ last 
year, 
Lawrence 
Phillips is 
ready to once 
again become 
an opponent’s 
nightmare 


fter the 1994 Orange Bowl 
game, in which he came 
off the bench to rush for 
42 yards and a touch- 
down, Lawrence Phillips 
returned to Southern 
California for semester 
break. Like nearly every college 
freshman, he was homesick. He was 
weary from the demands of classes 
as well as those of playing major col- 
lege football. 

By all accounts, he was a success- 
ful player. He rushed for 508 yards, 
the third-best total ever by a 
Cornhusker freshman. He averaged 
5 yards per carry and scored five 
touchdowns. He rushed for 137 
yards in a nationally televised, 14-13 
victory against UCLA at the Rose 
Bowl, not far from the neighbor- 
hoods in which he grew up. 

But Phillips was hesitant to go 
back to Lincoln. Most of his friends 
were still in Los Angeles, and 
Nebraska was so far away. “I came 
back two days late,” said Phillips. 
And to further complicate the mat- 
ter, “I didn’t really tell anybody (at 
Nebraska).” 

It was a difficult period in his 
still-brief time at Nebraska. A year 
later, returning to Lincoln was less 
of a problem for Phillips, who com- 
pleted a distinguished sophomore 
season by rushing for 96 yards on 19 
carries in the Cornhuskers’ national 


ee) 


Bob Berry 


(‘= = 
When Calvin Jones departed for 
the NFL last year, the door was 
opened for Lawrence Phillips 
(above) who reached 1,000 
rushing yards quicker than Mike 
Rozier (below) during his 
record-breaking 1983 season. 


championship victory in the Orange 
Bowl game. 

Phillips’ yards were tough yards, 
crucial yards, against a Miami 
defense that ranked seventh nation- 
ally against the run. The Hurricanes 
allowed an average of only 96.8 
yards per game. But for three carries 
that resulted in a minus-5 yards, 
Phillips would have reached 100, 
something no Nebraska running 
back has done since the 1985 Sugar 
Bowl victory against LSU. Doug 
DuBose gained 102 yards on 20 car- 
ries that night in New 
Orleans. 

With one more carry, he 
might well have gotten 100. 
But it was the quality of the | 
yards he gained, not the} 
quantity, that was so impor- 
tant to the Cornhuskers’ suc- 
cess against Miami. He set 
the tone for Nebraska’s dra- 
matic fourth-quarter rally, } 
gaining 25 yards to his right 
on the play that preceded the 
first of fullback Cory 


runs. 
To some extent, Phillips’ 
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considerable contributions in the 
Orange Bowl game were overshad- 
owed, much the same as his remark- 
able accomplishments during the 
regular season were. Nebraska has 
gotten only one more productive 
season from a running back in its 
tradition-rich history, that by Mike 
Rozier in 1983, when he was award- 
ed the Heisman Trophy. Phillips 
rushed for 1,722 yards to rank third 
nationally and second to Rozier on 
the Cornhuskers’ all-time, single- 
season list. He scored 16 touch- 
downs while rushing for 100 or 
more yards in 11 consecutive games. 

Phillips also caught 22 passes for 
172 yards. The 22 receptions were 
second on the team to Abdul 
Muhammad's 23. The last Nebraska 
running back to catch that many 
passes was Jeff Kinney in 1971. And 
he finished with 1,894 all-purpose 
yards, the fourth-best single-season 


total in Nebraska history. 

Phillips was a consensus first- 
team All-Big Eight pick. He was a 
second-team All-America selection 
by both major wire services. And he 
finished eighth in voting for the 
Heisman Trophy. But because of the 
Cornhuskers’ uncertain situation at 
quarterback and their once-in-a-life- 
time offensive line, and because he 
played in the same conference with 
Colorado’s Rashaan Salaam, the 
nation’s rushing leader and the 
Heisman Trophy winner, Phillips 
often was overlooked. Yet without 
him, it is unlikely Nebraska would 
have been the national champion. 

As a youngster, and even during 
high school, Phillips imagined him- 
self playing for a national champion 
located in South Bend, Ind. “My 
main thing was going to Notre 
Dame,” he said. 

“Main thing” probably doesn’t 
convey his passion for the Fighting 
Irish. “I had been a Notre Dame fan 
ever since I could remember,” 
Phillips said. “I had a lot of friends 
who liked Notre Dame.” 

He was a neighborhood celebrity 
when he received a recruiting form- 
letter from the Fighting Irish. The 
letter included a questionnaire, 
which he dutifully completed, and a 
request for his grade transcripts. 
“After I sent them my transcripts, 
they quit recruiting me,” Phillips 
said. Nebraska was among the few 
schools that didn’t give up on him, 
he said. 

Miami showed some interest, 


“After | sent them 
Notre Apart ed 
ranscripts, they 

quit recruiting 

me. Nebraska was 
among the few 
schools that 
didn’t give up 

on me.” 


— Lawrence Phillips 


mostly because one of the teachers at 
his high school had a connection to 
South Florida. The Hurricanes 
“recruited me for a while,” said 
Phillips. “but I think they found 
(running backs) in Florida.” 
Nebraska's persistence paid off, and 
Phillips was an immediate success, 
earning comparisons to the best I- 
backs in Cornhusker history at the 
same stage of their careers — that is, 
as a freshman. 


Calvin Jones’ departure for the 
NFL after his junior season provided 
Phillips with an opportunity to earn 
the starting job during spring prac- 
tice. He wrapped up a solid spring 
by rushing for 156 yards on only 16 
carries, many of them against the 
No. 1 defense, during the Red-White 
game. 

Phillips was identified by the 
Football News as a “sleeper” 
Heisman Trophy candidate. He got 
off to a fast start, reaching 1,000 
rushing yards sooner, even, than 
Rozier during his school record-set- 
ting season of 1983. The six-game 
streak was capped by the best per- 
formance, statistically, in Phillips’ 
short collegiate career. He rushed 
for 223 yards and three touchdowns 
in a 32-3 Big Eight-opening victory 
against Oklahoma State. 

At halftime of the Oklahoma 
State game, however, quarterback 
Brook Berringer was diagnosed as 
having suffered a recurrence of a 
partially collapsed left lung. From 
that point on, Nebraska’s offense 
was noticeably more conservative. 
Phillips ran more between the tack- 
les, a physically demanding respon- 
sibility that exacted a toll by sea- 
son's end. 


Phillips, as much as anyone, wel- 
comed the break following the 
Cornhuskers’ regular-season ending 
victory at Oklahoma. But it didn’t 
take long for him to recover, physi- 
cally and emotionally. During a 
news conference the week of the 
Orange Bowl game, surrounded by 
reporters, he said he was “pumped 
up, definitely. I was ready to play 
probably about two weeks after the 
Oklahoma game.” 

His readiness was apparent from 
the first play from scrimmage 
against Miami, as he attacked the 
right side of its defense for 5 yards. 
His next five carries, on two subse- 
quent possessions, produced gains 
of 6, 6, 4, 8 and 15 yards, serving 
notice to the Hurricanes’ No. 1- 
ranked defense that he had come to 
play. 

Winning a national championship 
made it easier to return to Nebraska 
for second semester this time. But 
Phillips’ homesickness pretty much 
had been cured over the summer. 
His friends had scattered to four- 
year colleges, junior colleges and 
elsewhere. 

“They’re all bored now, too,” 
Phillips said with a smile. “So I’m 


happy.” @ 


Auto, Home, Business, 


Health, and Life. 
If Only We Could Insure A 


Repeat National Championship. 


American Family Insurance Agents throughout Nebraska 
salute the Cornhuskers and their dedication to excellence. 


Call the agent nearest you for all of your insurance needs. 


<< 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
‘AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ° 


American Family Insurance Group, Home Office — Madison, Wisconsin 53783 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED = 41 


Pre-season All-America left fielder Darin Erstad bettered the Huskers’ 


chances of improving on last season by returning for his senior year. 


he last two years, Nebraska 

| walked away from the Big 

Eight baseball tournament 

with a measure of pride in the way it 
finished its season. 

But in the final analysis, the prob- 
lems the Huskers encountered dur- 
ing the regular season tarnished 
their late-season success. 

“We have established a goal of 
consistency this year so that when 
we make a late run, it’s more mean- 
ingful,” said Nebraska’s John 
Sanders, in his 18th season as head 
coach. “The last two years we fin- 
ished third in the Big Eight 
Tournament, and we played excep- 
tionally well. Yet even with our 
strong finish, our inconsistency dur- 
ing the year hurt us.” 

Nebraska finished 32-28 last sea- 
son after falling one win short of 
reaching the Big Eight Tournament’s 
championship game. Oklahoma — 
the eventual NCAA champion — 
defeated the Huskers, 21-4, to end 
Nebraska’s season. 

Nebraska was the only team to 
win its first two games of the league 
tournament, beating then-No. 16 
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BY STEVE SIPPLE 


RECHARGED 


Trying to avoid the pitfalls of previous 
seasons, the baseball team has set its 
season goal on reaching a regional for 
the first time since 1985 


Oklahoma and then-No. 17 Kansas 
before dropping two straight. 

In 1993, Nebraska was one of the 
hottest teams in the nation at the end 
of the season, but the Huskers were 
left out of the NCAA regional field 
because of a 12-15 start. 

Nebraska hasn’t played in a 
regional since 1985. 

Sanders said Nebraska needs to 
perform well in three particularly 
key areas in order to achieve regu- 
lar-season consistency and then be 
strong in the post-season. The areas: 

* Nebraska must continue to play 
strong defense. Last season, the 
Huskers were seventh in NCAA 
Division I with their .971 fielding 
percentage. 

¢ The Huskers’ pitching must 
improve. Last year, they had a team 


earned-run average of 5.41 com- 
pared to their foes’ combined ERA of 
5.02. “We feel it will improve,” 
Sanders said. “We have more depth. 
We have more quality on our staff. 
That will help us, because you’re 
always in it with pitching and 
defense.” 

¢ Team speed will help them cre- 
ate runs. “I think we have more 
speed than we've had ina while.” 

Nebraska’s marquee player is left- 
fielder Darin Erstad, who bats and 
throws left-handed. The 6-2, 195- 
pound junior from Jamestown, N.D., 
is listed as the No. 1 college prospect 
for the major league draft by Baseball 
America. 

“T haven't had a scout yet say he 
wouldn’t be a first-round draft 
choice,” Sanders said. “You're talk- 


ing about some serious possibilities 
here.” 

Erstad started all 60 games last 
season and led the club in home runs 
(12), at-bats (243), runs-scored (52), 
plate appearances (280) and sacrifice 
flies (six), He hit .317 and had a 20- 
game hitting streak. 

In the outfield, he committed only 
one error in 154 chances. 

Erstad was placed on a football 
scholarship in January 1994 as a 
kicking specialist. He handled punt- 
ing, place-kicking and kickoff duties 
for the Huskers’ national champi- 
onship team. 

Sanders said playing football was 
“a tremendously positive situation” 
for Erstad. 

“What it did was put him into 
another level of challenge,” Sanders 
said. “He’s had tremendous chal- 
lenges in baseball, and now he’s had 
a tremendous challenge in football. 
He met the challenge and did a great 
job with that challenge. Obviously — 
at least in my thinking — that’s 
going to be a great confidence- 
builder for him. I really think his 
confidence level is at an all-time 
high. 

Sanders said Erstad concentrated 
on football during the fall, which re- 
charged the player's baseball batter- 
ies 


“His whole persona is one of 
tremendous confidence,” Sanders 
said. “He has lots of bounce and 
enthusiasm. He’s ready to go.” 

Another key performer from last 


——— 


season — Alvie Shepherd 
— will be used in the 
bullpen this year as a clos- 
er while also contributing 
as a designated hitter. 
Last season, he started 57 
of 60 games as either the 
first baseman (30) or DH 
(27). He provided a big hitter in the 
middle of the lineup all season, 
smacking 20 extra-base hits (includ- 
ing five home runs) and 39 RBI. 

On the mound, the 6-7 right-han- 
der finished 2-5 with a 5.71 ERA in 
12 games (11 starts). He finished the 
season strong with a career-high 12 
strikeouts and only one walk in 7.2 
innings in a Big Eight Tournament 
win over Kansas. 

“He was a closer this summer for 
his team in Alaska,” Sanders said of 
Shepherd. “He liked it and did a 
great job of it. You put him in a clos- 
ing role and he can get more 
| appearances. He has the mental- 
ity for it and the stuff for it.” 

Does Nebraska have the right 
stuff in its starting rotation? 
Sanders thinks it will, but he 
said he probably won’t settle on 
his starting rotation until the 
Huskers begin Big Eight play in 
March. 

“Right now, going into the start 
of the year, most everyone is a 
starter,” Sanders said. “Let’s go 
out and do these tournaments 
and play early and let everyone 
get some experience.” 

Sanders said that in pre-season 


f_—'| workouts he has seen starting 


potential in at least five pitchers. 
He mentioned right-hander 
Cody Winget, a senior; left-han- 
der Jeff Strasser, a sophomore; 
son Craig Sanders, a right-hand- 
ed junior; and right-handers 


Designated hitter Alvie 
Shepherd has moved from 
first base to the bullpen. 


John Sanders’ Nebraska club 
was the hottest team in the Big 
Eight Conference as last year 
wrapped up, but a 21-4 loss to 
eventual national champion 
Oklahoma ended the streak. 


Sergio Betancourt and Justin 
Gomes, a pair of junior transfers 
from Riverside Community College 
in Riverside, Calif. 

“Those would be five guys who 
have shown starter-type makeup 
and stuff,” Sanders said. “We'll go 
from there.” 

Sanders said he plans to use a 
“role-definitive” pitching plan in 
that he will, at least ideally, go with 
his starters through the first six or 
seven innings, then go with his setup 
men and then dial up Shepherd. 

“You look at any championship 
ballclub. What comes to mind? The 
closer,” Sanders said. 

In addition to Shepherd’s move 
into the bullpen, Nebraska will make 
at least one other key position 
change, moving senior Jed Dalton 
from the outfield, where he started 
for three years, to third base. 

“I’ve been accused of a lot of 
things and probably not the least of 
which is being idiotic at times,” 
Sanders said. “But this is a move 
that will be very positive for not 
only Jed, but for our team. 

“Professionally speaking, scouts 
have seen him play the outfield. 
Now seeing him play third and do 
the job at third will enhance his ver- 
satility as it relates to the draft.” 

Sanders said Dalton’s move to 
third base will give the Huskers 
speed at a position that is not known 
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for having players who are quick on 
the basepaths. Last season, Dalton, a 
6-2, 185-pounder, led the team in 
stolen bases with 30 after coming 
into the season with 19 during his 
first two seasons. He played in 59 of 
60 games and finished fourth on the 
team in hitting (.263). 

Sanders said this team also will 
have a player with speed at first 
base. Todd Sears, who was rated by 
Collegiate Baseball as the No. 1 high 
school player in Iowa, is capable of 
stealing bases, Sanders said. 

“We have at least five or six guys 
who can legitimately steal a bag,” 
Sanders said. “If you can do that 
against teams, it’s scary. And it real- 
ly takes pressure off of the hitters.” 

In addition to Dalton and Sears, 
Nebraska’s infield will feature the 


“We have 
established a goal 
of consistenc 

this year so that 
when we make a 
late run, it’s more 
meaningful.” 


— John Sanders 
NU baseball coach 


heart of its standout defense from 
last season, as seniors Darin Petersen 
and Scott Wulfing return to anchor 
the shortstop and second base posi- 
tions, respectively. Both players 
make tough plays look ordinary. 

At catcher, senior David Crain 
and sophomore Patrick Johnson 
return. 

Sanders said the starting center- 
field and right-field positions were 
up for grabs, with players such as 
junior college transfers Eugene 
Jenkins, Matt Meyer and Mel Motley 
topping the list of candidates. 

Sanders welcomes a new crew of 
assistant coaches. They include Mike 
Ashman, who had served as 
Riverside Community College’s 
associate head coach since 1992; 
Mike Anderson, who had spent the 
last four years as head coach at the 
University of Northern Colorado’s 
Lab High School and the last two 
years as an assistant coach at the 
University of Northern Colorado; 
and Phil Harrison, who lettered for 
NU from 1984 through 1986. 


OVERWIEW 


om Osborne had to wait 22 

| seasons for his first national 

championship, much too long 

considering his coaching accom- 

plishments. That's pretty much the 
consensus view. 

But maybe Osborne won't have to 
wait quite so long for a second title. 
Maybe a second will come quickly, 
and more easily, as it did in 1971 for 
Bob Devaney, Osborne's predeces- 
sor. 

Nebraska provided Devaney with 
his first national title following the 
1970 season and after an unlikely set 
of circumstances culminating with a 
pair of upsets on New Year's Day. 

The 1970 Cornhuskers took a 10- 
0-1 record and a No. 3 ranking in the 
Associated Press poll to Miami for an 
Orange Bow! encounter with No. 6- 
ranked Louisiana State. Their 
chances of earning a national cham- 
pionship were slim, what with two 
undefeated teams ahead of them in 
the rankings. 

No. 1 Texas, 10-0, was matched 
against 9-1 and fourth-ranked Notre 
Dame in the Cotton Bowl game. 

No, 2 Ohio State, which had been 
No. 1 during part of the season, was 
9-0 and playing Stanford in the Rose 
Bowl] game. Stanford, 8-3, wasn’t 
included in the AP’s final regular- 


Can the Huskers win another nati 


onal title in 1995? One of 
the early keys will be replacing the offensive line, which lost 
All-American Zach Wiegert and three other starters. 


Back-To-Back? 


Only months after winning his first national title, Tom Osborne 
already is surrounded by talk of when he'll win another 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


season Top 10. 

Nebraska was a national champi- 
onship long shot when New Year's 
Day 1971 dawned. But by halftime of 
the Orange Bowl! game that night, 
the title was there for the taking. 

First, the Texas Wishbone was 
snapped by Notre Dame in Dallas, 


24-11. More accurately, the 
Longhorns fumbled away their No. 1 
ranking. 


(They did receive a consolation 
title, however. The United Press 
International conducted its final poll 
in advance of the bowl games, mak- 
ing the Longhorns its national cham- 
pions.) 

Then, Ohio State watched its 
opportunity to step up and replace 
Texas get shot down by an aerial 
assault triggered by a Stanford pass- 
ing attack featuring quarterback Jim 
Plunkett and receiver Randy Vataha. 

When the roses settled in 
Pasadena, the scoreboard read: 
Stanford 27, Ohio State 17. 
Woody Hayes was fit to be tied, 
though a tie probably wouldn't 
have done it for the Buckeyes. 

Because of those unexpected 
results, Nebraska was posi- 
tioned to be voted its first 
national championship, provid- 
ing the Cornhuskers could win 


Scott Smith 


against a determined LSU team, 
which, of course, they did, 17-12. 
Notre Dame's upset of Texas 
earned the Fighting Irish eight first- 
place votes and second place in the 
AP poll. The loss that kept Notre 
Dame from winning the title, admin- 
istered in the final game of the regu- 
lar season by Southern Cal, was 
Nebraska's only blemish, a 21-21 tie. 
The Cornhuskers’ second national 
championship didn’t depend on cir- 
cumstance. They were No. 1 at the 
end of the regular season, then solid- 
ified their claim by trouncing No. 2 
Alabama in the Orange Bowl, 38-6. 
Nebraska's title this season proba- 
bly had more in common with the 
one in 1970, though by the time the 
Cornhuskers traveled to Miami for 
the Orange Bow] game against 
Miami, they controlled their own 
destiny. The uncertainty came dur- 
ing the season rather than at the end, 
and really through no fault of theirs. 
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Despite being undefeated, 
Nebraska fell from the grace of those 
who vote in the polls only because of 
quarterback injury problems: 
Tommie Frazier’s blood clots and 
Brook Berringer’s collapsed lung. 
The Cornhuskers continued to win, 
despite doubts that they could. 

Although the celebration of 
Osborne’s first title continues 
unabated, as it should, there is now 
talk that with a national champi- 
onship secured, it is time to consider 
the possibility of a repeat perfor- 
mance — something that has 
occurred twice, according to the AP, 
since Nebraska’s 1970-71 double. 

Oklahoma was voted the AP ver- 
sion of the national title in 1974 and 
1975. Alabama was the AP’s choice 
as national champion in 1978 and 
1979, 

Nebraska almost certainly will 
receive preseason No. | recognition, 
what with several high-profile offen- 
sive skill position players returning: 
Frazier, Berringer and I-back 
Lawrence Phillips, in particular. 
Frazier or Phillips, or perhaps both, 
likely will be among the early 
Heisman Trophy favorites. 

The key on offense, however, will 
be whether a line can be constructed 
to complement such players. Center 
Aaron Graham is the only returning 
starter ina line that will go down as 
arguably the best in Cornhusker his- 
tory. Such a claim is nearly impossi- 
ble to refute given the evidence, 
which includes the physical domina- 
tion of Miami during the second half 
of the Orange Bowl game. 

Nebraska’s line was big, strong, 
athletic and experienced. Even if the 
first three of those qualities could be 
approximated in 1995, the fourth 
(experience) assuredly can’t be. 

The departing seniors — tackles 
Zach Wiegert and Rob Zatechka and 
guards Brenden Stai and Joel Wilks 
— had a combined 96 starts over 
four seasons. None of the players 
that will replace them has started 
even once. 

Enough of the defense remains, 
bolstered by the return of safety 
Mike Minter, to make another 
national title run, literally. But as 
1994 proved, such a run begins up 
front. Behind this year’s line, 
Nebraska ground out yet another 
national rushing title. 

If you’re looking for optimism 
based in the past, it’s at least a little 
like 1971, when only two starters 
returned in Nebraska's offensive 
line: guard Dick Rupert and center 
Doug Dumler, @ 
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